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Upon Reflection... 

Fourth Sunday of Lent · March 19, 2023 

From the Point of View of the Sheep 
Parable of the Good Shepherd 

a semi-regular series from some of the world's finest spiritual writers 

 

A sheep was enjoying his grass. When he started feeling chilly he didn’t recall, 
but he suddenly became aware that he was cold, and had been for some time. 
He looked around, and discovered he was alone. That all the sheep had gone. 
And he began crying aloud. And the shepherd, who had many sheep, missed 
him and he left his ninety and nine to try to find this sheep that was lost.  
 
Jesus says, “God is like that.” Nothing heavy and theological about that. Very 
little that is dogmatic. Just that here is a shepherd who loves his sheep, and 
one of the sheep, in doing the most natural thing in the world, did it with such 
enthusiasm and of such duration that he didn’t know when the shepherd 
called, and he was lost. 
 
And why was he lost? He was lost because he was out of touch with the group 
that sustained him, the group that fed him, that gave him a sense that he 
counted. That’s all. God is like the shepherd, seeking always to find those who 
are out of community with their fellows, and when they have found their 
community, then all the world seems to fit back into place, and life takes on a 
new meaning. 
  

Howard Thurman, Sermons on the Parables, 2018, pp. 24, 25. 

Lightly edited for length. 



Welcome to St. Catherine of Siena
Catholic Church and Student Center 

New parishioners and students are invited to register online at  stcatherinedrake.org or by 
contacting the parish office. Please notify the parish office when moving or with change in 
phone number, address or email. 

 

Campus Ministry 

Weekly activities by Kayla Hartman 

This past week Drake students enjoyed some time off from classes for 
Spring Break.  

While they are gone, we wanted to share with you some of their week-
ly activities and things they've been doing. Each week there are regular 
events that include Tuesday night Adoration, Candlelight, Friday Morn-
ing Rosary, and Student Supper. These events allow students to grow in 
faith, fellowship and have fun.  

Student Supper is a well-loved tradition at St. Catherine's. Jenny Bobillo 
said that she loves the sense of community and the food at Student 
Supper. "I love how everyone is so easy to talk to and approachable. I 
love getting to know everyone and developing a stronger connection 
with the community. It’s all very welcoming and sweet!" Jenny said. 
     

 

Kiernan Blanchard, Emily Peck, Patricia 
Kowalkowski, Stacy Johnson, and Jenny Bobillo 
enjoy delicious food and incredible company.  

David Robinson Annual  
Scholarship Award 

The David Robinson Annual Schol-
arship Award was established in 
2013 in honor of Dr. David Robin-
son, Drake Physics Professor, who 
died on February 3, 2012. The goal 
is to foster student leadership 
through service and/or the com-
munity life of St. Catherine of Si-
ena, Drake Newman Community. It 
is awarded to Drake University stu-
dents registered and active at St. 
Catherine of Siena Catholic Church 
and Student Center. 

Each year, the David Robinson 
Scholarship gives up to $5,000 for 
the purpose of paying the stu-
dent’s educational expenses. The 
application form is available on our 
website. Applications are accepted 
until April 14, 2023. Students may 
send their applications to:  

St. Catherine of Siena Catholic 
Church & Student Center 
Attn: Scholarship 
1150 28th St 
Des Moines, IA 50311 
or office@stcatherinedrake.org 

stcatherinedrake.org
mailto:office@stcatherinedrake.org


Taize Service  
Please join us for a Lenten Taize Service here at St. 
Catherine's on Wednesday, March 22 at 7:00 p.m.  

A Taize Service is a time to rest in God. No preaching, 
no teaching, just a simple service: chants and songs, 
repeated over in candlelight, plus some short 
scripture readings and soft, quiet music provided by 
our choir, interspersed with periods of quiet prayer 
and meditation. Taize originated with the Taize 
Community, an ecumenical monastic order founded 
in 1940 in France with a strong commitment to peace 
and justice through prayer and meditation. Give 
yourself this gift this Lenten season: a quiet 
meditative experience on Wednesday, March 22 at 
7:00 p.m.  

Spring Clothing Drive - April 30th  

As you do your Spring house cleaning, please save 
those gently used clothes you do not need to bring to 
St. Kate's on April 29th and 30th for our Clothing 
Drive.  Thank you.  

Lenten Almsgiving Cross 
Throughout Lent, you’ll find a parish cross in the 
gathering space.  It will contain tags that describe 
ways to help those in need in our 
community.  Choose a tag that aligns with your 
interest in serving others in Jesus’ name. 

Parish Life & More 

Bulletin announcements are due by noon  of Wednesday each week. 
Submit to: office@stcatherinedrake.org 

Around the Diocese 

Drake Little Food Pantry 

Please bring food pantry items 
to stock the little food pantry on 
the south side of church.  The 
need is great. 

Lenten Activities at St. Theresa 
1. Eucharist & Lent Reflection With Father Flood 
An evening of reflection on the Eucharist and Lent 
will be held on Thursday, March 30, at 6:30 p.m. in 
the church.  The presenter will be Fr. Reed Flood 
who was ordained on June 25, 2021, and now works 
at Dowling Catholic High School. Come and listen to 
his story. Come and listen to God’s call for you this 
Lent.   
 

2. Baptismal Call to Follow Jesus Mini Retreat 
In Lent, we focus on baptism—both those preparing 
for baptism at Easter, as well as we who are baptized 
already. Lent is the call to commit once again to life 
as disciples of Jesus. In this Lenten retreat, we will 
reflect on our life as disciples preparing to renew our 
baptismal promises and our baptismal way of life.  

Join us for a special mini-retreat focusing on the bap-
tismal call on Thursday, March 23, with Fr. Tim Fitz-
gerald. We begin at 9:30 a.m. in the East Meeting 
Room with lunch at noon and reconciliation follow-
ing. RSVP to Barb Woods (515-210-6649, 
bwoods@stsdm.com. 

3. Reflection "Seven Last Words of Christ"  
Palm Sunday evening, April 2, we will have an even-
ing of reflection on the “Seven Last Words of Christ.” 
With Scripture, song, and reflections, we will medi-
tate on the last hours of Christ. We will hear again 
the last homily of Christ who spoke the truth from 
His pulpit, the cross, to us, the audience. What a 
great way to begin Holy Week! Join us on Sunday, 
April 2, at 6 p.m. in the church. 

St. Ambrose K of C Lenten Lunches 

The Saint Ambrose Cathedral 
K of C are hosting Lenten 
Lunches Fridays during Lent 
(March 17, 24 & 31) from 
11:45 am to 1:00 pm in the Cathedral's Parish Hall. 
Lunch includes a fish sandwich and sides for only 
$8! We hope to see you there! 

Family-Friendly Lenten Resources 

Find children’s activities such as Hide the Alleluiah, 

or flash cards for learning the Hail Mary, to a family 

almsgiving project planner, stories about the feast 

days within Lent and seven meatless soups for Lent. 

Lenten resources can be found at dmdiocese.org/

Lent2023. Produced by the Diocese of Des Moines 

and the St. Joseph Evangelization Center.  

mailto:bwoods@stsdm.com
https://www.dmdiocese.org/ministries-and-faith-formation/religious-education/parent-tools/family-faith-resources/living-lent-2023
https://www.dmdiocese.org/ministries-and-faith-formation/religious-education/parent-tools/family-faith-resources/living-lent-2023


 

OUR MISSION 
St. Catherine of Siena Catholic Student Center is a spiritual “home away from home” 
for resident parishioners and Drake students alike. We strive, through worship, prayer, 
fellowship, study, and service, to be disciples of Jesus today, so that we will be the 
leaders of the Catholic Church and Community tomorrow. 

 

From The Word  Among Us 

He opened my eyes.  (John 9:30) 

Today's Gospel seems to be a simple miracle story. But it contains rich 
insight for us if we, like the blind man, allow Jesus to open our eyes. 
Notice that this man was born blind. He had never been able to see his 
mother's face or the light of a sunrise. For his entire life, he saw only 
darkness, and his condition was considered incurable. 

Since we were born with the blindness of original sin, we can all identify 
with the challenges this man faced. Just as his physical blindness made 
it difficult for him to live in freedom and independence, so our spiritual 
blindness causes us to struggle to find our way to God. We lack the light 
to walk in love and holiness, and God can seem distant to us. 

Jesus spotted the man in his isolation and suffering and reached out to 
him (John 9:1). He applied mud to his eyes and told him to wash in the 
pool of Siloam. Suddenly, this man, who had never seen anything 
before, "came back able to see" (9:7). He could see his parents and the 
streets of Jerusalem—as well as the mockers who disputed his healing. 
Best of all, he saw Jesus! And although it took time, he came to recog-
nize Jesus as the Lord and worshipped him (9:38). 

Just as Jesus healed this man of his blindness, he has washed you clean 
of sin and healed your spiritual blindness in the waters of Baptism. No 
more stumbling in darkness - you have Jesus, the Light of the World, to 
guide you! No more hiding in shame over your sin - you are forgiven! 
No more isolation - you are a child of God and a member of his family! 
You may experience some lingering effects of sin, but Jesus offers you 
an opportunity to see more clearly each and every day. In time, he will 
overcome all your darkness. 

Rejoice: Jesus has opened your eyes! 

"Thank you, Lord, for your grace. I was blind, but now I see." 

Upon Further Review Faith Formation 

Donations  

Please assist St. Kate’s by mailing a check to the office or giving 
online by clicking on the DONATE button on our website or by 

completing an ACH form for automatic withdrawals.  
Thank you for your generosity.  

We are so grateful to those that 
have joined us for our Encounter 
sessions. Encounter is a parish-
wide faith formation opportunity 
for everyone of all ages and stag-
es of life. Encounter is not just 
faith formation for families with 
kids; it’s for everyone and all are 
always welcome. The planning 
team has worked hard to create 
original session themes and activ-
ities to engage people of all ages 
and faith stages. Next Encounter: 
March 19th Theme: Praying with 
Catholic Spiritualities (Part 2: Ben-
edictine Prayer). In an attempt to 
cut down on our single-use plastic 
during Encounter, we encourage 
households to bring reusable wa-
ter bottles. 

 


