
 

Palm Sunday 
April 5, 2020 

Prayer for the Times 
Lord Jesus Christ, our Divine Physician, we ask you to guard and protect us from Coronavirus COVIS-19 and all serious illness. For all that have 
died from it, have mercy; for those that are ill now, bring healing. For those searching for a remedy, enlighten them; for medical caregivers helping 
the sick, strengthen and shield them. For those working to contain the spread, grant them success; for those afraid, grant peace. May your precious 
blood be our defense and salvation. By your grace, may you turn the evil of disease into moments of consolation and hope. May we always fear the 
contagion of sin more than any illness. We abandon ourselves to your infinite mercy. Amen                                                            -Pedro de la Cruz 

 
 

Opening Hymn                    All Glory Laud and Honor 

All Glory Laud and Honor 

All glory, laud and honor to you, redeemer king! 

To whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring.   

You are the king of Israel, and David's royal son, 

Now in the Lord's name coming our king and blessed one.   

All glory, laud and honor to you, redeemer king!  

To whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring. 

First Reading                                                                  Isaiah 50:4-7 

Responsorial           My God, my God, why have you abandoned me? 

Second Reading                                                     Philippians 2:6-11 

Passion Narrative                                              Matthew 26:14-27:66 

 

 

 

 



ROCKY ROAD 

“The Master needs them “ - Matthew 21:3 

Before Jesus' entry into Jerusalem, the donkeys cooperated when Jesus had 

need of them (Mt 21:3). The palm branches waved in praise of Jesus and lay 

prostrate before Him (Mt 21:8). Even the rocks were poised and ready to 

worship Jesus (Lk 19:40). Most of creation was in step with the Son of God 

as His ministry reached its culmination in Jerusalem. 

While the asses were ready when Jesus needed them, Judas wasn't. He was 

too busy looking for an opportunity to hand Jesus over to His opponents (Lk 

22:6). The rocks were ready when their time came, but Peter, whom Jesus 

named "Rock," wasn't. He denied he even knew Jesus (Mt 26:72, 74). 

Neither were any of the other disciples ready. While Jesus was abandoning 

Himself for the disciples, they were abandoning Him (Mt 26:56). The Jewish 

leaders, who had been studying their entire life in preparation for the 

coming Messiah, weren't ready either. When it came time to speak up for 

their long-awaited Messiah, they yelled, "Crucify Him!" (Mt 27:22) 

The earth, animals, and plants are ready for the Messiah and Holy Week. 

What about you? Are you ready to pass the Messiah-test? Will the rocks and 

the asses outdo you? "The Master needs" you (Mt 21:3). Watch and pray 

this week and forever with Him. 
 
Prayer:  Jesus, I devote my life to You. May my total love for You be as a 
soothing balm to bring You comfort and joy. 
Promise: "This is My blood, the blood of the covenant, to be poured out in 
behalf of many for the forgiveness of sins." —Mt 26:28 
Praise: The Lord said that even if the disciples "were to keep silence, I tell 
you the very stones would cry out" (see Lk 19:40). Praise You, Jesus, Master 
of all creation! 

 

 

Intercessions 

1. For Church leaders, both lay and ordained, that they continue 
to spread the good news of the crucified and risen Lord, 
  Let us pray to the Lord. 
 

2. For those who lead the world’s nations, particularly where 
there is unrest, that they commit themselves anew to the 
cause of justice and peace,  
  Let us pray to the Lord. 

 
3. For those who dedicate their lives to the welfare of others, that 

they persevere in spite of discouragement or weariness,  
  Let us pray to the Lord. 

 
4. For caregivers, healthcare workers, and those who work to cure 

diseases, that they know the compassionate love and wisdom 
of Jesus,  
  Let us pray to the Lord. 

 
5. For our parishioners, our students and others who are sick, that 

they find strength and courage in the cross of Christ and 
discover the redemptive value of their suffering, 

                 Let us pray to the Lord. 
 

6. For our faith community, that we reach out with love to one 
another even as we respect “physical distancing”,  

                 Let us pray to the Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Communion Hymn             We Come to Your Feast 

 

We place upon your table 

a gleaming cloth of white: 

the weaving of our stories, 

the fabric of our lives; 

the dreams of those before us, 

the ancient hopeful cries, 

the promise of our future: 

our needing and our nurture 

lie here before our eyes. 

 

We come to your feast, 

we come to your feast: 

the young and the old, 

the frightened, the bold, 

the greatest and the least. 

We come to your feast, 

we come to your feast 

with the fruit of our lands 

and the work of our hands, 

we come to your feast. 

 

We place upon your table 

a humble loaf of bread: 

the gift of field and hillside, 

the grain by which we're fed; 

we come to taste the presence 

of him on whom we feed, 

to strengthen and connect us, 

to challenge and correct us, 

to love in word and deed. 

 

We come to your feast, 

we come to your feast: 

the young and the old, 

the frightened, the bold, 

the greatest and the least. 

We come to your feast, 

we come to your feast 

with the fruit of our lands 

and the work of our hands, 

we come to your feast. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Closing Hymn                            Lift High the Cross   

Refrain:  Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim til all the world 
adore his sacred name. 

1.  Led on their way by this triumphant sign, the hosts of God in 
conquering ranks combine. 

2.  Each newborn servant of the crucified bears on the brow the seal 
of him who died. 

 

 

 

   

 

 


