
 

Holy Thursday 
April 9, 2020 

Prayer for the Times 

Lord Jesus Christ, our Divine Physician, we ask you to guard and protect us from Coronavirus COVIS-19 and all serious illness. For all that have died from it, have 

mercy; for those that are ill now, bring healing. For those searching for a remedy, enlighten them; for medical caregivers helping the sick, strengthen and shield 

them. For those working to contain the spread, grant them success; for those afraid, grant peace. May your precious blood be our defense and salvation. By your 

grace, may you turn the evil of disease into moments of consolation and hope. May we always fear the contagion of sin more than any illness. We abandon 

ourselves to your infinite mercy. Amen                                                                                                                                                                                             -Pedro de la Cruz 

 

Reception of Oils 

    Response:                                                           Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ 

Opening Hymn                                       What Wondrous Love is This 

1. What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul, 

what wondrous love is this, O my soul!  

What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss  

to bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul,  

to bear the dreadful curse for my soul!   

2. To God and to the Lamb, I will sing, I will sing,  

to God and to the Lamb, I will sing;  

to God and to the Lamb, who is the great I AM,  

while millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing,  

while millions join the theme, I will sing!  

3.  And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, I'll sing on,  

and when from death I'm free, I'll sing on;  

and when from death I'm free, I'll sing and joyful be,  

and through eternity I'll sing on, I'll sing on,    

and through eternity I'll sing on. 

 



Opening Prayer 

First Reading                                                      Exodus 12:1-8, 11-14 

The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 

“This month shall stand at the head of your calendar; 

you shall reckon it the first month of the year. 

Tell the whole community of Israel: 

On the tenth of this month every one of your families 

must procure for itself a lamb, one apiece for each household. 

If a family is too small for a whole lamb, 

it shall join the nearest household in procuring one 

and shall share in the lamb 

in proportion to the number of persons who partake of it. 

The lamb must be a year-old male and without blemish. 

You may take it from either the sheep or the goats. 

You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month, 

and then, with the whole assembly of Israel present, 

it shall be slaughtered during the evening twilight. 

They shall take some of its blood 

and apply it to the two doorposts and the lintel 

of every house in which they partake of the lamb. 

That same night they shall eat its roasted flesh 

with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. 

“This is how you are to eat it: 

with your loins girt, sandals on your feet and your staff in hand, 

you shall eat like those who are in flight. 

It is the Passover of the LORD. 

For on this same night I will go through Egypt, 

striking down every firstborn of the land, both man and beast, 

and executing judgment on all the gods of Egypt—I, the LORD! 

But the blood will mark the houses where you are. 

Seeing the blood, I will pass over you; 

thus, when I strike the land of Egypt, 

no destructive blow will come upon you. 

“This day shall be a memorial feast for you, 

which all your generations shall celebrate 

with pilgrimage to the LORD, as a perpetual institution.” 

Responsorial    Our blessing cup is a communion with the Blood of Christ 

Second Reading                                               1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

Brothers and sisters: 
I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, 
that the Lord Jesus, on the night he was handed over, 
took bread, and, after he had given thanks, 
broke it and said, “This is my body that is for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me.” 

In the same way also the cup, after supper, saying, 
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, 
you proclaim the death of the Lord until he comes. 

Gospel Acclamation 

Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ, King of Endless Glory 

I give you a new commandment, says the Lord: 
Love one another as I have loved you. 
 
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ, King of Endless Glory 

 

Gospel                                                                              John 13:1-15 

Before the feast of Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come 

to pass from this world to the Father. 

He loved his own in the world and he loved them to the end. 

The devil had already induced Judas, son of Simon the Iscariot, to hand him 

over. 

So, during supper, 

fully aware that the Father had put everything into his power 

and that he had come from God and was returning to God, 

he rose from supper and took off his outer garments. 

He took a towel and tied it around his waist. 

Then he poured water into a basin 

and began to wash the disciples’ feet 

and dry them with the towel around his waist. 

He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, 

“Master, are you going to wash my feet?” 

Jesus answered and said to him, 



“What I am doing, you do not understand now, 

but you will understand later.” 

Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” 

Jesus answered him, 

“Unless I wash you, you will have no inheritance with me.” 

Simon Peter said to him, 

“Master, then not only my feet, but my hands and head as well.” 

Jesus said to him, 

“Whoever has bathed has no need except to have his feet washed, 

     for he is clean all over; 

so you are clean, but not all.” 

For he knew who would betray him; 

for this reason, he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 

So when he had washed their feet 

and put his garments back on and reclined at table again, 

he said to them, “Do you realize what I have done for you? 

You call me ‘teacher’ and ‘master,’  and rightly so, for indeed I am. 

If I, therefore, the master and teacher, have washed your feet, 

you ought to wash one another’s feet. 

I have given you a model to follow, 

so that as I have done for you, you should also do.” 

Homily 

KNOW JESUS. NO FEAR. 

"The Lord Jesus on the night in which He was betrayed took bread, and after 

He had given thanks, broke it and said, 'This is My body, which is for you. Do 

this in remembrance of Me.' " —1 Corinthians 11:23-24 

I wrote this during a curfew. Because of racial violence, my city was under a 

curfew. Our Mass of the Last Supper had to be finished in 30-40 minutes so 

that parishioners could be home by the 8:00 PM curfew. Only a handful of 

people came to the Mass because most people were afraid to come. (The 

parish and pastor are near the center of the violence.) 

On this day when we especially celebrate the Lord's gift to us of His Body 

and Blood (see 1 Cor 11:24-25), we should realize even more deeply that to 

know personally our Eucharistic Jesus means that no fear will rule our lives. 

The saying is absolutely true: "KNOW JESUS. NO FEAR." When we receive 

the Body and Blood of Jesus, we receive God, Who is Love (1 Jn 4:8, 16). We 

receive perfect Love, Who "casts out all fear" (1 Jn 4:18). 

The Eucharist is the fulfillment of the Passover, when the Lord commanded 

His people to leave the slavery of fear (see Rm 8:15). After the first 

Eucharist, Jesus fearlessly died on the cross (see 1 Cor 11:26). The Eucharist 

is where the fearful become fearless by the transforming love of the Lord. 

KNOW JESUS. NO FEAR. 
 
Creed 

Prayers of the Faithful 

1. For Church leaders, both lay and ordained, that they be faithful 
witnesses to the life of Jesus, 

                       Let us pray to the Lord. 
 

2. For those who serve in the judicial system, that they carefully 
temper justice with mercy,  

                       Let us pray to the Lord. 
 

3. For those who struggle with mental, physical, and emotional illness, 
that they find strength and courage for the trials of daily life,  

                       Let us pray to the Lord. 
 

4. For caregivers, healthcare workers, and those who work to cure 
diseases, that they know the compassionate love and wisdom of 
Jesus,  

                       Let us pray to the Lord. 
 

5. For our parishioners, our students and others who are sick, that 
they find strength and courage in the cross of Christ and discover 
the redemptive value of their suffering, 

                       Let us pray to the Lord. 
 



6. For our faith community, that as we continue to practice physical 
distancing may we find renewed inspiration in serving one another,  

                       Let us pray to the Lord. 
 
 
 
Communion Hymn                                              Now We Remain 

 

Refrain: We hold the death of the Lord deep in our hearts. 

Living, now we remain with Jesus, the Christ. 

 

1. Once we were people afraid, lost in the night. 

Then by your cross we were saved. 

Dead became living, life from your giving. 

Refrain 

 

2. Something which we have known, 

something we've touched, what we have seen with our eyes: 

this we have heard, life giving Word. 

Refrain 

 

3. He chose to give of himself, became our bread. 

Broken that we might live. Love beyond love, pain for our pain. 

Refrain 

 

4. We are in the presence of God. This is our call. 

Now to become bread and wine: food for the hungry, 

life for the weary, 

for to live with the Lord, we must die with the Lord.   

Refrain 

 

 

 

Spiritual Communion Prayer 
 
My Jesus,  
I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there  
and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You.  
Amen 

 

Depart in Silence                             

 

 

 

   

 

 


