
 

Good Friday 
April 10, 2020

Opening Prayer 

First Reading                                                           Isaiah 52:13-53:12 

See, my servant shall prosper, 

he shall be raised high and greatly exalted. 

Even as many were amazed at him-- 

so marred was his look beyond human semblance 

and his appearance beyond that of the sons of man-- 

so shall he startle many nations, 

because of him kings shall stand speechless; 

for those who have not been told shall see, 

those who have not heard shall ponder it. 

Who would believe what we have heard? 

To whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 

He grew up like a sapling before him, 

like a shoot from the parched earth; 

there was in him no stately bearing to make us look at him, 

nor appearance that would attract us to him. 

He was spurned and avoided by people, 

a man of suffering, accustomed to infirmity, 

one of those from whom people hide their faces, 

spurned, and we held him in no esteem. 

Yet it was our infirmities that he bore, 

our sufferings that he endured, 

while we thought of him as stricken, 

as one smitten by God and afflicted. 

But he was pierced for our offenses, 

crushed for our sins; 

upon him was the chastisement that makes us whole, 

by his stripes we were healed. 

We had all gone astray like sheep, 

each following his own way; 

but the LORD laid upon him 

the guilt of us all. 

Though he was harshly treated, he submitted 

and opened not his mouth; 

like a lamb led to the slaughter 

or a sheep before the shearers, 

he was silent and opened not his mouth. 

Oppressed and condemned, he was taken away, 

and who would have thought any more of his destiny? 



When he was cut off from the land of the living, 

and smitten for the sin of his people, 

a grave was assigned him among the wicked 

and a burial place with evildoers, 

though he had done no wrong 

nor spoken any falsehood. 

But the LORD was pleased 

to crush him in infirmity. 

If he gives his life as an offering for sin, 

he shall see his descendants in a long life, 

and the will of the LORD shall be accomplished through him. 

Because of his affliction 

he shall see the light in fullness of days; 

through his suffering, my servant shall justify many, 

and their guilt he shall bear. 

Therefore I will give him his portion among the great, 

and he shall divide the spoils with the mighty, 

because he surrendered himself to death 

and was counted among the wicked; 

and he shall take away the sins of many, 

and win pardon for their offenses. 

 

Responsorial                           “Father into your hands I commend my spirit” 

Second Reading                                              Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9 

Brothers and sisters: 

Since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, 

Jesus, the Son of God, 

let us hold fast to our confession. 

For we do not have a high priest 

who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, 

but one who has similarly been tested in every way, 

yet without sin. 

So let us confidently approach the throne of grace 

to receive mercy and to find grace for timely help. 

In the days when Christ was in the flesh, 

he offered prayers and supplications with loud cries and tears 

to the one who was able to save him from death, 

and he was heard because of his reverence. 

Son though he was, he learned obedience from what he suffered; 

and when he was made perfect, 

he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him. 

 

Gospel Acclamation 

Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ, King of Endless Glory 

Christ became obedient to the point of death, 
even death on a cross. 
Because of this, God greatly exalted him 
and bestowed on him the name which is above every other name. 
 
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ, King of Endless Glory 

Passion Narrative                                                       John 18:1-19:42 

 

 

Homily 

THE DEATH OF FEAR 

"Take courage and be stouthearted, all you who hope in the Lord."  

—Psalm 31:25 

As Jesus agonized over His decision to lay down His life for us, He was so 

severely tempted to give in to fear that His sweat became as drops of blood 

(Lk 22:44). Nonetheless, Jesus refused to be intimidated by Satan. He stood 

up to a cohort of soldiers and several police officers (Jn 18:3). "They 

retreated slightly and fell to the ground" (Jn 18:6) in the face of Jesus' love 

and courage. Then Jesus fearlessly died on the cross for us. However, except 

for the beloved disciple and the three Marys at the foot of His cross (Jn 

19:25-26), Jesus' apostles and disciples succumbed to fear and abandoned 

Christ. 



After Jesus' death, fear began to lose its stranglehold on the world. First, 

Joseph of Arimathea, one of Jesus' secret disciples "for fear of the Jews," 

fearlessly came forth and asked Pilate for Jesus' body (Jn 19:38). Then 

Nicodemus, a formerly intimidated member of the Sanhedrin (see Jn 7:50ff), 

brought about a hundred pounds of myrrh and aloes to prepare Jesus' body 

for burial (Jn 19:39). However, Jesus' apostles continued to be locked in fear 

(Jn 20:19) until Pentecost, when the power of fear was put to death and the 

Church was born. Fear not. Jesus has died! Jesus has risen! Jesus will come 

again! Fear not (see Mk 5:36). 

 

Solemn Intercessions 

1. Let us pray, dearly beloved, for the holy Church of God, that our 

God and Lord be pleased to give her peace, to guard her and to unite 

her throughout the whole world and grant that, leading our life in 

tranquility and quiet, we may glorify God the Father almighty. 

      Prayer in silence. R. Amen. 

 

2. Let us pray also for our most Holy Father Pope Francis., 

that our God and Lord, who chose him for the Order of Bishops, 

may keep him safe and unharmed for the Lord's holy Church, 

to govern the holy People of God. 

     Prayer in silence. R. Amen. 

 

3. Let us pray also for our Bishop William Joensen., 

for all Bishops, Priests, and Deacons of the Church 

and for the whole of the faithful people. 

     Prayer in silence. R. Amen. 

 

4. Let us pray also for (our) catechumens, 

that our God and Lord may open wide the ears of their  

inmost hearts and unlock the gates of his mercy, that,  

having received forgiveness of all their sins through  

the waters of rebirth, they, too, may be one with Christ  

Jesus our Lord. 

     Prayer in silence. R. Amen. 

 

5. Let us pray also for all our brothers and sisters who 

believe in Christ, that our God and Lord may be pleased, 

as they live the truth, to gather them together and keep  

them in his one Church. 

     Prayer in silence. R. Amen. 

 

6. Let us pray also for the Jewish people, to whom the  

Lord our God spoke first, that he may grant them to  

advance in love of his name and in faithfulness to  

his covenant. 

     Prayer in silence. R. Amen. 

 

7. Let us pray also for those who do not believe in Christ, 

that, enlightened by the Holy Spirit, they, too, may enter  

on the way of salvation. 

     Prayer in silence. R. Amen. 

 

8. Let us pray also for those who do not acknowledge God, 

that, following what is right in sincerity of heart, they may  

find the way to God himself. 

     Prayer in silence. R. Amen. 

 

9. Let us pray also for those in public office, that our God  

and Lord may direct their minds and hearts according to  

his will for the true peace and freedom of all. 

     Prayer in silence. R. Amen. 

 

10. Let us pray, dearly beloved, to God the Father almighty, 

that he may cleanse the world of all errors, banish disease,  

drive out hunger, unlock prisons, loosen fetters, granting to  

travelers safety, to pilgrims return, health to the sick, and  

salvation to the dying. 

      Prayer in silence. R. Amen. 

11. Let us pray, dearly beloved, for a swift end to the coronavirus 
pandemic that afflicts our world, that our God and Father will heal the 
sick, strengthen those who care for them, and help us all to persevere 
in faith. 
      Prayer in silence. R. Amen. 

 



Prayer for the Times 

Lord Jesus Christ, our Divine Physician, we ask you to guard and protect us 
from Coronavirus COVIS-19 and all serious illness. For all that have died 
from it, have mercy; for those that are ill now, bring healing. For those 
searching for a remedy, enlighten them; for medical caregivers helping the 
sick, strengthen and shield them. For those working to contain the spread, 
grant them success; for those afraid, grant peace. May your precious blood 
be our defense and salvation. By your grace, may you turn the evil of 
disease into moments of consolation and hope. May we always fear the 
contagion of sin more than any illness. We abandon ourselves to your 
infinite mercy. Amen                                                                                                                                                                                             
-Pedro de la Cruz 

 

Veneration of the Cross 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Spiritual Communion Prayer 
 
My Jesus,  
I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there  
and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You.  
Amen 

Communion Hymn             We Are Many Parts 

Refrain: We are many parts 

We are all one body. 

And the gifts we have, 

We were given to share. 

May the spirit of love, make us one indeed; 

One, the Love that we share; 

One, our hope and despair; 

One, the cross that we bear. 

 

1.  God of all, we look to you, 

We would be your servants true, 

Let us be your love for all the world 

Refrain 

 

2.  So my pain is your pain too 

In your joy, is my joy too, 

All is brought together in the Lord. 

Refrain 

 

3.  All you seekers great and small 

Seek the greatest gift of all, 

If you love, then you will know the Lord. 

Refrain 

Depart in Silence 

 


