
 

Easter Vigil 
April 11, 2020 

Prayer for the Times 

Lord Jesus Christ, our Divine Physician, we ask you to guard and protect us from Coronavirus COVIS-19 and all serious illness. For all that have died from it, have 

mercy; for those that are ill now, bring healing. For those searching for a remedy, enlighten them; for medical caregivers helping the sick, strengthen and shield 

them. For those working to contain the spread, grant them success; for those afraid, grant peace. May your precious blood be our defense and salvation. By your 

grace, may you turn the evil of disease into moments of consolation and hope. May we always fear the contagion of sin more than any illness. We abandon 

ourselves to your infinite mercy. Amen                                                                                                                                                                                             -Pedro de la Cruz 

Blessing of the Paschal Fire   

Exsultet 

First Reading                                                          Genesis 22:1-18 

God put Abraham to the test. 

He called to him, "Abraham!" 

"Here I am, "  he replied. 

Then God said: 

"Take your son Isaac, your only one, whom you love, 

and go to the land of Moriah. 

There you shall offer him up as a holocaust 

on a height that I will point out to you." 

Early the next morning Abraham saddled his donkey, 

 

took with him his son Isaac and two of his servants as well, 

and with the wood that he had cut for the holocaust, 

set out for the place of which God had told him. 

 

On the third day Abraham got sight of the place from afar. 

Then he said to his servants: 

"Both of you stay here with the donkey, 

while the boy and I go on over yonder. 

We will worship and then come back to you." 

Thereupon Abraham took the wood for the holocaust 

and laid it on his son Isaac's shoulders, 

while he himself carried the fire and the knife. 

As the two walked on together, Isaac spoke to his father Abraham: 



"Father!" Isaac said. 

"Yes, son, " he replied. 

Isaac continued, "Here are the fire and the wood, 

but where is the sheep for the holocaust?" 

"Son," Abraham answered, 

"God himself will provide the sheep for the holocaust." 

Then the two continued going forward. 

 

When they came to the place of which God had told him, 

Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it. 

Next he tied up his son Isaac, 

and put him on top of the wood on the altar. 

Then he reached out and took the knife to slaughter his son. 

But the LORD's messenger called to him from heaven, 

"Abraham, Abraham!" 

"Here I am!" he answered. 

"Do not lay your hand on the boy," said the messenger. 

"Do not do the least thing to him. 

I know now how devoted you are to God, 

since you did not withhold from me your own beloved son." 

As Abraham looked about, 

he spied a ram caught by its horns in the thicket. 

So he went and took the ram 

and offered it up as a holocaust in place of his son. 

Abraham named the site Yahweh-yireh; 

hence people now say, "On the mountain the LORD will see." 

 

Again the LORD's messenger called to Abraham from heaven and said: 

"I swear by myself, declares the LORD, 

that because you acted as you did 

in not withholding from me your beloved son, 

I will bless you abundantly 

and make your descendants as countless 

as the stars of the sky and the sands of the seashore; 

your descendants shall take possession 

of the gates of their enemies, 

and in your descendants all the nations of the earth shall find blessing-- 

all this because you obeyed my command." 

Responsorial                                               You are my inheritance O Lord 

Prayer 

Second Reading                                               Exodus 14:15-15:1 

The LORD said to Moses, "Why are you crying out to me? 

Tell the Israelites to go forward. 
And you, lift up your staff and, with hand outstretched over the sea, 
split the sea in two, 
that the Israelites may pass through it on dry land. 
But I will make the Egyptians so obstinate 

that they will go in after them. 
Then I will receive glory through Pharaoh and all his army, 
his chariots and charioteers. 
The Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, 
when I receive glory through Pharaoh 

and his chariots and charioteers." 
 

The angel of God, who had been leading Israel's camp, 
now moved and went around behind them. 
The column of cloud also, leaving the front, 
took up its place behind them, 
so that it came between the camp of the Egyptians 

and that of Israel. 
But the cloud now became dark, and thus the night passed 

without the rival camps coming any closer together 

all night long. 
Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, 
and the LORD swept the sea 

with a strong east wind throughout the night 

and so turned it into dry land. 
When the water was thus divided, 
the Israelites marched into the midst of the sea on dry land, 
with the water like a wall to their right and to their left. 
 

The Egyptians followed in pursuit; 
all Pharaoh's horses and chariots and charioteers went after them 

right into the midst of the sea. 
In the night watch just before dawn 

the LORD cast through the column of the fiery cloud 

upon the Egyptian force a glance that threw it into a panic; 
and he so clogged their chariot wheels 

that they could hardly drive. 
With that the Egyptians sounded the retreat before Israel, 
because the LORD was fighting for them against the Egyptians. 
 

Then the LORD told Moses, "Stretch out your hand over the sea, 
that the water may flow back upon the Egyptians, 
upon their chariots and their charioteers." 



So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, 
and at dawn the sea flowed back to its normal depth. 
The Egyptians were fleeing head on toward the sea, 
when the LORD hurled them into its midst. 
As the water flowed back, 
it covered the chariots and the charioteers of Pharaoh's whole army 

which had followed the Israelites into the sea. 
Not a single one of them escaped. 
But the Israelites had marched on dry land 

through the midst of the sea, 
with the water like a wall to their right and to their left. 
Thus the LORD saved Israel on that day 

from the power of the Egyptians. 
When Israel saw the Egyptians lying dead on the seashore 

and beheld the great power that the LORD 

had shown against the Egyptians, 
they feared the LORD and believed in him and in his servant Moses. 
 

Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the LORD: 
I will sing to the LORD, for he is gloriously triumphant; 
horse and chariot he has cast into the sea. 

Responsorial                              Let us sing of the Lord; he has covered 
                                                          himself in Glory 

Prayer 

Third Reading                                                          Isaiah 55:1-11 

Thus says the LORD: 

All you who are thirsty, 

come to the water! 

You who have no money, 

come, receive grain and eat; 

come, without paying and without cost, 

drink wine and milk! 

Why spend your money for what is not bread, 

your wages for what fails to satisfy? 

Heed me, and you shall eat well, 

you shall delight in rich fare. 

Come to me heedfully, 

listen, that you may have life. 

I will renew with you the everlasting covenant, 

the benefits assured to David. 

As I made him a witness to the peoples, 

a leader and commander of nations, 

so shall you summon a nation you knew not, 

and nations that knew you not shall run to you, 

because of the LORD, your God, 

the Holy One of Israel, who has glorified you. 

 

Seek the LORD while he may be found, 

call him while he is near. 

Let the scoundrel forsake his way, 

and the wicked man his thoughts; 

let him turn to the LORD for mercy; 

to our God, who is generous in forgiving. 

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD. 

As high as the heavens are above the earth, 

so high are my ways above your ways 

and my thoughts above your thoughts. 

 

For just as from the heavens 

the rain and snow come down 

and do not return there 

till they have watered the earth, 

making it fertile and fruitful, 

giving seed to the one who sows 

and bread to the one who eats, 

so shall my word be 

that goes forth from my mouth; 

my word shall not return to me void, 

but shall do my will, 

achieving the end for which I sent it. 

Responsorial                            You will draw water joyfully from the 
                                                        springs of salvation 

Prayer 

Gloria 

Opening Prayer 

 



Epistle 

Brothers and sisters: 
Are you unaware that we who were baptized into Christ Jesus 

were baptized into his death? 

We were indeed buried with him through baptism into death, 
so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead 

by the glory of the Father, 
we too might live in newness of life. 
 

For if we have grown into union with him through a death like his, 
we shall also be united with him in the resurrection. 
We know that our old self was crucified with him, 
so that our sinful body might be done away with, 
that we might no longer be in slavery to sin. 
For a dead person has been absolved from sin. 
If, then, we have died with Christ, 
we believe that we shall also live with him. 
We know that Christ, raised from the dead, dies no more; 
death no longer has power over him. 
As to his death, he died to sin once and for all; 
as to his life, he lives for God. 
Consequently, you too must think of yourselves as being dead to sin 

and living for God in Christ Jesus. 

Responsorial                                                                                   Psalm 118 

                                                                                      Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia 

Gospel                                                                    Matthew 28:1-10 

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, 

Mary Magdalene and the other Mary came to see the tomb. 

And behold, there was a great earthquake; 

for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven, 

approached, rolled back the stone, and sat upon it. 

His appearance was like lightning 

and his clothing was white as snow. 

The guards were shaken with fear of him 

and became like dead men. 

Then the angel said to the women in reply, 

“Do not be afraid! 

I know that you are seeking Jesus the crucified. 

He is not here, for he has been raised just as he said. 

Come and see the place where he lay. 

Then go quickly and tell his disciples, 

‘He has been raised from the dead, 

and he is going before you to Galilee; 

there you will see him.’ 

Behold, I have told you.” 

Then they went away quickly from the tomb, 

fearful yet overjoyed, 

and ran to announce this to his disciples. 

And behold, Jesus met them on their way and greeted them. 

They approached, embraced his feet, and did him homage. 

Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. 

Go tell my brothers to go to Galilee, 

and there they will see me.” 

Responsorial                                                         Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia 

Homily 

Renewal of Baptismal Promise 

Prayers of the Faithful 

1. For our Holy Father and all believers, that our faith in the 
resurrection make us joyful messengers of salvation, 

                         Let us pray to the Lord. 
 

2. For community leaders, preachers, and teachers, that their public 
acts proclaim justice and mercy for all,  

                           Let us pray to the Lord. 
 

3. For all those who have not heard or who have not believed, that 
their hearts be stirred by the example of those who proclaim the 
risen Lord,  

                          Let us pray to the Lord. 
 

4. For caregivers, healthcare workers, and those who work to cure 
diseases, that they know the compassionate love and wisdom of 
Jesus,  

                          Let us pray to the Lord. 
 

5. For our parishioners, our students and others who are sick, that 
they find strength and courage in the cross of Christ and discover 
the redemptive value of their suffering, 

                          Let us pray to the Lord. 
 



6. For our faith community, that as we continue to practice physical 
distancing, may we understand of the paschal mystery more 
deeply,  

                          Let us pray to the Lord. 
 
Communion Hymn                                              Without Seeing You 

Refrain: Without seeing you we love you. 

Without touching you we embrace. 

Without knowing you we follow. 

Without seeing you we believe. 

 

1.  We return to you deep within, 

Leave the past to the dust. 

Turn to you with tears and fasting, 

You are ready to forgive 

Refrain 

 

 

2. The sparrow will find a home 

Near to you oh God. 

How happy we who dwell with you, 

Forever in your house. 

Refrain 

 

3. Forever we sing to you 

Of your goodness, O God; 

Proclaiming to all the world 

Of your faithfulness and love.  

Refrain 

 

4. For you are our shepherd 

There is nothing that we need. 

In green pastures we will find our way, 

In waters of peace.  

Refrain 

 

 

Spiritual Communion Prayer 

My Jesus,  
I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there  
and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You.  
Amen 
 
 
Recessional                                              Jesus Christ Is Risen Today 
1. Jesus Christ is ris'n today, Alleluia! 

our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 
who did once upon the cross Alleluia! 
suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 

 
2. Hymns of praise then let us sing Alleluia! 

unto Christ our heav'nly King, Alleluia! 
who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 
sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia!   

 
3. But the pains which he endured, Alleluia! 

our salvation have procured; Alleluia! 
now above the sky he's King, Alleluia! 
where the angels ever sing. Alleluia! 

 
4. Sing we to our God above Alleluia! 

praise eternal as his love; Alleluia! 
praise him, all ye heav'nly host, Alleluia!   

    Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! 
       


