
Parish Social Ministries
Student Supper Ministry
Student Suppers have been canceled due to 
Drake remote learning for the remainder 
of the semester. Thank you to all those who 
volunteered!

Linens Volunteers
March: Susan Bolte
April: Elizabeth Stamper

Bread Bakers 
April 12: Ann Gernes
May 10: Jan Wise

Money Counters   
We will publish the schedule when we can 
resume our Masses.

Coffee and Donut Hosts
We will publish the schedule when we can 
resume our Masses.

Food Pantry 
The DMARC donation of the Month is Peanut 
Butter. Please leave your non-perishable food 
items in the gathering space. Envelopes for cash 
donations are available on the table outside the 
office.

Stewardship Corner
Thank you for your financial support of St. 
Catherine’s ministry. The offerings we received 
for the week of March 22nd was $7,610.

Contact the office if you would like the 
Automated Clearing House (ACH) form or 
check our website to support us using online 
giving.

Bulletin Items
Please submit bulletin announcement 
requests to office@stcatherinedrake.org 
by Wednesday at 11:00 am.

Music 
Entrance: In These Days of Lenten Journey #128
Psalm: With the Lord there is mercy and 
           fullness of redemption.
Presentation: You Are Mine #456
Communion: Be Not Afraid #431
Closing: The Glory of These Forty Days #135

Saturday 5:00 p.m.
Sunday 10:30 a.m.
Sunday 5:00 p.m.
 

Parish Staff 
Rev. Protas O. Okwalo, Pastor
           pastor@stcatherinedrake.org; 515-771-6463 
Rev. Mr. Rick Condon, Deacon
          deacon@stcatherinedrake.org          
Teresa Smith, Office Manager  
           office@stcatherinedrake.org; 515-271-4747
Jan Blessum, Business Manager
           business@stcatherinedrake.org
Erin Smith, Coordinator of Campus Ministry
           campusminister@stcatherinedrake.org            
Dennis & Melinda Hendrickson, Music Coordinators
           music.stcatherine@gmail.com 
Dave & Sheila Lingwall, Liturgy Coordinators
 lingwall4@mchsi.com
Teresa Laird, Family Faith Formation Director         
 laird.teresa@yahoo.com
Gus & Dee Cordero, Deaf Ministry
            darleencordero@mail.com
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The Fifth Sunday of Lent    •  March 29, 2020
RESURRECTIONS

“I am the Resurrection and the Life: whoever believes in 
Me, though he should die, will come to life; and whoever 
is alive and believes in Me will never die.” —John 11:25-26

How strong is your faith that the Holy Spirit will raise your 
body from the dead on the last day? (Rm 8:11) Do you 
believe your spirit will be raised at your death to meet 
the Lord? Do you believe Jesus still raises people from 
the dead, as He raised Lazarus from the dead? (Jn 
11:44; Mt 10:8) Do you believe Jesus’ Resurrection can 
transform your life now?

Jesus’ Resurrection is a promise of the resurrection of 
the bodies and spirits of all His disciples. Jesus continues 
to raise Lazaruses as proofs of His Resurrection and 
previews of ours. Jesus’ past Resurrection and our 
future resurrection should overshadow our present 
circumstances. Risen life begins when we believe in 
the risen Lord, not when we die. All the resurrections 
go together. The Resurrection is past, present, and 
future. The Resurrection is physical and spiritual. The 
Resurrection is historical, personal, and eschatological.

We are a Resurrection people, or more precisely a 
resurrections-people. In these next two weeks, prepare 
to celebrate the Resurrection with a faith and joy that is 
unexplainable except for those who have met the risen 
Christ.

PRAYER: Father, increase my faith in Your risen Son so 
that I become a new person.
PROMISE: “I will open your graves and have you rise from 
them.” –Ez 37:12
PRAISE: Praise the risen Jesus, Who “is the Reflection 
of the Father’s glory, the exact Representation of the 
Father’s being” (see Heb 1:3). 

mycatholic.com/reflections/
Parish Mission Statement 
St. Catherine of Siena Catholic Church and Student Center is a spiritual “home away from home” for Drake University 
students and resident parishioners. We strive through worship, prayer, fellowship, bible study and service to be 
disciples of Jesus and leaders of the Catholic Church and Community.

PRAYER FOR THE GIFTS
OF ST CATHERINE

  God of Wisdom
you made 

our sister Catherine 
burn with divinel love 

in comtemplating
the Lord’s passion

and
in serving your Church.

With the help of her prayers
may your people, 

united in the mystery of Christ,
rejoice forever 

in the 
revelation of His glory,

who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit,

God, forever and ever.
Amen

St. Catherine of Siena, Pray for us!!



Mass Intentions
Please call the parish office if you 
wish to have a Mass offered for your 
intention or on someone’s behalf.

Sacraments
Reconciliation 
By appointment only. We will find a 
way to respect physical distancing while 
respecting confidentiality.

Baptism
Please call the Parish Office to set up an 
appointment. Parents are required to 
participate in the Baptism Preparation 
Program. 

Matrimony
Please contact the Parish Office at least 
6-8 months in advance of the proposed 
wedding date to allow for completion of 
required marriage preparations. 

Parish Meetings

Parish Council: 

Usually Second Wednesday every 
month at 6 pm. Members: Laura 
Carruthers-Green,Greg Bellville, 
Ann Gernes, Margaret Hanson, Gus 
Cordero, Ryan Wise, Kevin Wyatt 

Given the current circumstances these 
meetings are canceled but may be 
conducted by teleconference if 
necessary.

Finance Council: 

Usually Third Wednesday of every 
month at 5:45 pm. Members: 
Annette Roth, Brendan Comito, 
Jim Greenfield, Kristi Ryan, Patrick 
Carruthers-Green, Sara Gongol,  
Josh Mocol

Given the current circumstances 
these meetings will be conducted by 
teleconference when called.

     St. Catherine of Siena 
Catholic Church and Student Center

Welcome to St. Catherine  
of Siena 

Catholic Church and Student 
Center

New parishioners and students 
are asked to register online 
at stcatherinedrake.org or by 
contacting the parish office. 
Please notify the parish office 
when moving or with a change 
of phone number, address or 
email. In case of an after hours
emergency, please leave a 
message for Father Okwalo at 
515-771-6463.

CAMPUS MINISTRY GOES VIRTUAL
Remember the Dr. Seuss classic Oh, the places you’ll go? 
During this unprecedented time, empty classrooms, 
campuses, and churches are leading our ministry team 
to meet students where they are which means building 
connections and community online.

We’re Zooming, hanging out on Google, catching up on 
Facetime and sharing ideas and invites via GroupMe. 
Thankfully, technology and social networking tools 
provide us with platforms to host virtual bible studies, 
one-on-one discipleship, participate in Mass and pray 
the Liturgy of the Hours, Lectio Divina, and the Rosary 
together. 

While we’ve gone virtual for many campus ministry 
activities, we’re also going old school by sending students 
handwritten notes and talking (not just texting) on the 
phone. 

Our students, like all of us, are experiencing tremendous 
changes in their day-to-day lives. They’re adjusting to 
social/physical distancing, online learning, and living at 
home. Longstanding traditions including our Koinonia 
Retreat, Drake Relays, and Swing Dance are no longer 
on the spring schedule. Worldwide COVID-19 concerns 
forced last-minute cancellations of “once in a lifetime” 
international mission trips and study abroad programs. 
Plus, our graduating seniors won’t even be able to step 
up to the Knapp Center stage and walk out with their 
diploma in hand. 

While most students are no longer physically here at St. 
Catherine’s, our mission to be here for them continues. 
We’re actively finding creative and resourceful approaches 
to facilitate our Five Pillars:  Community, Formation, 
Prayer, Service, and Leadership.
 
Throughout this Lenten season, Father Opondo has 
challenged our students and all of us to turn and return 
our hearts to God. Our Bishop has encouraged all of us to 
use this time to draw closer to Christ. This is a time where 
true faith and authentic friendships serve as anchors for 
our students who are choosing to keep their eyes fixed on 
Jesus.

You’ve likely heard “We’re all in this together” and other 
calls for solidarity despite the constant warnings to 
keep our physical distance from one another. Here at St. 
Catherine’s, we know that we’re better together. We need 
your prayer support and financial contributions more 
than ever to keep all our ministries vibrant and strong. 
To quote our patron Saint Catherine of Siena, “Nothing 
great is ever achieved without much enduring.”  As we all 
endure this trying time, let’s remember what our students 
chant after each daily Mass, “Saint Catherine of Siena, 
Pray for us!”                   Erin Smith, Campus MInistry Coordinator

Campus Ministry (CM)
DU Bulldog Catholic
David Robinson Scholarship
Application deadline for the $5000 
David Robinson scholarship is 
April 7. It will be awarded in May. 
Qualification is based on being 
a Drake student, a member of St 
Catherine’s and demonstrating 
leadership through contributing 
time and/or talent to the spiritual 
and/or community life of the Parish. 
Check our website for application and 
additional information.

Parish News
 

Liturgical Ministers’ Orientation
Orientation for New Lector and 
Eucharistic Ministers will be delayed 
until pandemic concerns are over. If 
you have any questions, please contact 
Sheila Lingwall at lingwall4@mchsi.
com
  

  Around the Diocese
Save the Date!

Christ Our Life will be on Sept 26 & 
27 at Wells Fargo Arena. Hear world 
class speakers, celebrate Mass among 
thousands, fill your spirit with mu-
sic, experience reconciliation, visit 
Jesus in adoration and feel your soul 
rejoice. To learn more, contact your 
parish “GoTo” -Erin Smith 250-3208 
or erin.smith@stcatherinedrake.org

Support priesthood & religious 
life

Join the St. Serra Club of Des Moines 
in praying for and supporting priest-
hood and religious vocations. Come 
to any of our monthly events and see 
what we’re all about. For more
information, contact Jim at 422-0960 
or visit dmserra.com.

Chrism Mass & Holy Week
Chrism Mass and Holy Week Services 
will not be celebrated as usual. Please 
wait for information from the Bishop 
for specifics.

Remember Our Smallest Clients
Catholic Charities is always in need 
of diapers (size 3-6) and baby wipes at 
the Outreach Center. Donations can 
be dropped off Mon-Fri between 8:30 
am. and 4:15 pm. at 1815 Hubbell 
Ave. in Des Moines. Financial gifts 
can be made online at
CatholicCharitiesDM.org. Call 262-
7290 if you have questions.

Please pray for our parishioners and  
any and all others who are suffering 
from injury or illness.

Calendar
All activities canceled until 
further notice.

30  Monday:      
31 Tuesday:       
1   Wednesday: 
2   Thursday:     
3   Friday:          
4   Saturday:                         
5   Sunday:     

Intercessions for 
the Fifth Sunday of Lent

With the Lord there is mercy. In that 
confidence we bring our petitions to God:

For the one, holy, catholic, and apostolic 
Church, that we continue to proclaim the 
value of human life,
  Let us pray to the Lord.

For the nations of the world, that they know 
the love and peace of Jesus, who wept for 
Lazarus, 
  Let us pray to the Lord.

For those preparing for the Easter 
sacraments, that they learn to die to self like 
Jesus in order to rise like Lazarus, 
  Let us pray to the Lord.

For caregivers, healthcare workers, and 
those who work to cure diseases, that they 
know the compassionate love and wisdom 
of Jesus, 
  Let us pray to the Lord.

For our parishioners, our students and others 
who are sick, that they find strength and 
courage in the cross of Christ and discover 
the redemptive value of their suffering,
   Let us pray to the Lord.

For our faith community, that we reach 
out with love to one another even as we 
respect “physical distancing”, 
   Let us pray to the Lord.

Loving God, hear our petitions and raise us 
to new life. We ask this through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.


