
Parish Social Ministries
Student Supper Ministry
March 22: No meal due to Drake closing
March 29: No meal due to Drake Closing
April 5: No meal due to Drake closing

Linens Volunteers
March: Susan Bolte
April: Elizabeth Stamper

Bread Bakers 
April 12: Ann Gernes
May 10: Jan Wise

Money Counters   

Coffee and Donut Hosts

Food Pantry 
The DMARC donation of the Month is Peanut 
Butter. Please leave your non-perishable food 
items in the gathering space. Envelopes for cash 
donations are available on the table outside the 
office.

Stewardship Corner
Thank you for your financial support of St. 
Catherine’s ministry. The offerings we received 
for the week of March 15th was $2,882.

Contact the office if you would like the 
Automated Clearing House (ACH) form or 
check our website to support us using online 
giving.

Bulletin Items
Please submit bulletin announcement 
requests to office@stcatherinedrake.org 
by Wednesday at 11:00 am.

Music 
Entrance: Take Up Your Cross #705
Psalm: The Lord is my shepherd; there is 
           nothing I shall want.
Presentation: Amazing Grace #432
Communion: Shepherd me, O God #457
Closing: Glory in the Cross #157

Saturday 5:00 p.m.
Sunday 10:30 a.m.
Sunday 5:00 p.m.
 

Parish Staff 
Rev. Protas O. Okwalo, Pastor
           pastor@stcatherinedrake.org; 515-771-6463 
Rev. Mr. Rick Condon, Deacon
          deacon@stcatherinedrake.org          
Teresa Smith, Office Manager  
          office@stcatherinedrake.org; 515-271-4747
Business Manager
 
Erin Smith, Coordinator of Campus Ministry
           campusminister@stcatherinedrake.org            
Dennis & Melinda Hendrickson, Music Coordinators
           music.stcatherine@gmail.com 
Dave & Sheila Lingwall, Liturgy Coordinators
 lingwall4@mchsi.com
Teresa Laird, Family Faith Formation Director         
 laird.teresa@yahoo.com
Gus & Dee Cordero, Deaf Ministry
            darleencordero@mail.com
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The Fourth Sunday of Lent    •  March 22, 2020
BLIND MAN’S BLUFF

“Some of the Pharisees around Him picked this up, saying, ‘You 
are not calling us blind, are You?’ “ —John 9:40

Jesus told the Pharisees they were blind. He called them 
blind guides and blind fools (Mt 23:16, 17, 24, 26). He called 
the apostles blind when He exclaimed: “Are your minds 
completely blinded? Have you eyes but no sight?” (Mk 8:17-
18) Jesus called the whole church of Laodicea blind (Rv 
3:17).

Jesus may be calling us spiritually blind right now. How will 
we take Jesus’ diagnosis of our condition? Will we become 
defensive, or will we thank Jesus for telling us the truth? 
The Pharisees got angry at Jesus for calling them blind. 
They blinded themselves (see Is 29:9) to being blind. They 
resented the man cured of blindness and threw him out of 
the synagogue (Jn 9:34). They even tried to impose blindness 
on everyone else. The Pharisees became so blind that they 
became darkness (see Eph 5:8). As darkness, they hated the 
light (Jn 3:20). They hated Jesus, “the Light of the world” (Jn 
9:5), and demanded He be crucified.

Spiritual blindness is degenerative. It turns into darkness and 
violence. We must admit our spiritual blindness (2 Cor 4:4) 
and ask Jesus to heal us. Otherwise, we will hurt and even 
crucify our Healer (see Heb 6:6) and those whom He has 
healed of spiritual blindness. Let Jesus heal you from being 
blind to your spiritual blindness.

PRAYER: Father, today on this Lenten Sunday, scrutinize my 
heart and free me from blindness before it becomes worse.
PROMISE: “Not as man sees does God see, because man 
sees the appearance but the Lord looks into the heart.” –1 
Sm 16:7
PRAISE: “Continually we carry about in our bodies the dying 
of Jesus, so that in our bodies the life of Jesus may also be 
revealed” (2 Cor 4:10). Praise You, Jesus! 

mycatholic.com/reflections/

Parish Mission Statement 
St. Catherine of Siena Catholic Church and Student Center is a spiritual “home away from home” for Drake University 
students and resident parishioners. We strive through worship, prayer, fellowship, bible study and service to be 
disciples of Jesus and leaders of the Catholic Church and Community.

PRAYER FOR THE GIFTS
OF ST CATHERINE

  God of Wisdom
you made 

our sister Catherine 
burn with divinel love 

in comtemplating
the Lord’s passion

and
in serving your Church.

With the help of her prayers
may your people, 

united in the mystery of Christ,
rejoice forever 

in the 
revelation of His glory,

who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit,

God, forever and ever.
Amen

St. Catherine of Siena, Pray for us!!



Mass Intentions
Mass may be offered for your 
intention or on someone’s behalf. 
Please contact the office for available 
dates. A donation is appreciated.
 

5:00pm For the Parish
10:30am For the Parish
5:00pm For the Students

Sacraments
Reconciliation 
Saturdays 4-4:50 pm or by appointment

Baptism
Please call the Parish Office to set up an 
appointment. Parents are required to 
participate in the Baptism Preparation 
Program. 

Matrimony
Please contact the Parish Office at least 
6-8 months in advance of the proposed 
wedding date to allow for completion of 
required marriage preparations. 

Parish Meetings
Parish Council: Second Wednesday every 
month at 6 pm. Members: Laura Carruthers-
Green,Greg Bellville, Ann Gernes, Margaret 
Hanson, Gus Cordero, Ryan Wise, Kevin 
Wyatt 

Finance Council: Third Wednesday of every 
month at 5:45 pm. Members: Annette Roth, 
Brendan Comito, Jim Greenfield, Kristi Ryan,  
Patrick Carruthers-Green, Sara Gongol,  
Josh Mocol

     St. Catherine of Siena 
Catholic Church and Student Center

Welcome to St. Catherine  
of Siena 

Catholic Church and Student 
Center

New parishioners and students 
are asked to register online 
at stcatherinedrake.org or by 
contacting the parish office. 
Please notify the parish office 
when moving or with a change 
of phone number, address or 
email. In case of an 
emergency after hours, please 
call 515-771-6463

St Catherine of Siena Catholic Church and Student 
Center

Update on COVID-19 (Coronavirus)
March 19, 2020

Some of you have called to know how we are and to 
wish us well. Thank you for caring. Life at St Catherine 
of Siena Catholic Church and Student Center is not the 
same without you. Life here is not the same without you 
students who have made St. Kate’s a home away from 
home. We miss seeing you come in to say a prayer in the 
chapel. We miss seeing you reading in the gathering area 
or library. And yes, we also miss seeing you, Brooke and 
Trevin and Callie, take a bit of time from your studies 
to solve puzzles. Life here is not the same without you 
parishioners who drive miles to come and build a home 
for students and fellow parishioners at St. Kate’s. If 
social distancing were not a legitimate proposal of the 
government, CDC and the Diocese of Des Moines, to save 
us from serious effects of COVID-19, your absence at St. 
Kate’s was going to be intolerable. You do not need to tell 
us because we know that life is not the same where you are 
either. But, as believers, we trust that these hard times will 
pass, and we will return to normalcy.

Now, in addition to social distancing, the following are 
other recommended actions we have taken to help thwart 
the spread of COVID-19:

Saturday and Sunday Masses: In line with the directive 
of the Bishop of our Diocese, we have cancelled weekend 
masses until further notice.  

Individual Prayer and Devotion: The Sanctuary 
and Chapel will remain open for individual prayer and 
devotion from 8:00 AM to 4 PM – Monday to Friday and 
on Saturday and Sunday from 9:00 AM to Noon.

Church Activities: All church programs, including 
weekday masses, that would gather more than 10 people 
are cancelled at this time.

Praying with and for you: Teresa, our office 
manager, has printed out the names of all our registered 
parishioners that I place them on the altar every time I 
celebrate mass, and this is daily. I intend to do this until 
weekend masses resume.

Personal and Parish Finances: Besides disrupting our 
social lives, COVID-19 has brought and will continue 
to bring with it very real financial consequences for us, 
both as persons and as a parish. Income for the parish 
has already decreased, however, our expenses will mostly 
remain the same. I would, therefore, like to appeal to 
those of you who are able, to continue supporting the 
parish and diocese to the extent that you can. There are a 
variety of ways to donate. You could mail in or drop 

Campus Ministry (CM)
DU Bulldog Catholic
David Robinson Scholarship
Application deadline for the $5000 
David Robinson scholarship is 
March 31. It will be awarded in 
May. Qualification is based on 
being a Drake student, a member 
of St Catherine’s and demonstrating 
leadership through contributing 
time and/or talent to the spiritual 
and/or community life of the Parish. 
Check our website for application and 
additional information.
  

  Around the Diocese
Save the Date!

Christ Our Life will be on Sept 26 & 
27 at Wells Fargo Arena. Hear world 
class speakers, celebrate Mass among 
thousands, fill your spirit with mu-
sic, experience reconciliation, visit 
Jesus in adoration and feel your soul 
rejoice. To learn more, contact your 
parish “GoTo” -Erin Smith 250-3208 
or erin.smith@stcatherinedrake.org

Support priesthood & religious 
life

Join the St. Serra Club of Des Moines 
in praying for and supporting priest-
hood and religious vocations. Come 
to any of our monthly events and see 
what we’re all about. For more
information, contact Jim at 422-0960 
or visit dmserra.com.

Remember Our Smallest Clients
Catholic Charities is always in need 
of diapers (size 3-6) and baby wipes at 
the Outreach Center. Donations can 
be dropped off Mon-Fri between 8:30 
am. and 4:15 pm. at 1815 Hubbell 
Ave. in Des Moines. Financial gifts 
can be made online at
CatholicCharitiesDM.org. Call 262-
7290 if you have questions.

Volunteer at Homeless Shelter
Catholic Charites Emergency Family 
Shelter is in need of a volunteer on 
Thursday afternoons, 12:30 – 3:30 pm. 
Help with phones, afternoon snack 
prep, and possible donation intake. 
Contact Holly Ackermann at  
hackermann@catholiccharitiesdm.org 
or 237-5027.

 

Bishop Joensen’s first Mass at  
St Catherine’s.

Calendar
All activities canceled until 
further notice.

23  Monday:      
24 Tuesday:       
25 Wednesday: 
26 Thursday:     
27 Friday:          
28 Saturday:                         
29 Sunday:                 
                            
                                       

off a check of tithing at the office.  Online giving is
available on our website, https://stcatherinedrake.
org/ under Donate. Another option is to establish 
a reoccurring donation via automatic debit to your 
bank account. Here is the link to the automatic debit 
form on our website: https://stcatherinedrake.org/
documents/. Scroll down to the Tithing caption. The 
form will need to be completed and sent to the par-
ish business office to be set up.

Chrism Mass and Palm Sunday, Sacred Triduum and 
Easter Sunday Liturgies: Indications are that these will 
not be celebrated as usual. We will communicate definitive 
guidelines from relevant diocesan offices as soon as we 
receive them.

Below are online Mass and prayer resources for 
people at home:

English Masses 
CatholicTV
Live Mass from the Basilica of the Sacred Heart at Notre 
Dame’s campus in South Bend, Indiana.
10:00 AM ET every Sunday
9:30 AM ET Monday-Friday 

St. Patrick’s Cathedral 
Live Mass from St. Patrick’s Cathedral in New York. 10:15 
AM ET every Sunday 

Spanish Masses 
CatholicTV
8:00 AM, 5:30 PM, 10:00 PM ET every Sunday 

San Fernando Cathedral 
Live from San Fernando Cathedral in San Antonio, Texas. 
8:00 AM, 12:00 PM every Sunday

Prayer Resources
Liturgy of the Hours 
Find morning, daytime, evening and night prayers online. 
Sunday and daily Mass readings: http://usccb.org/bible/
readings/
Lenten Scriptural reflections and prayers: sulpicians.org/
podcasts/ 
Pray the Rosary


