
Parish Social Ministries
Student Supper Ministry
Thank you to everyone who supported our 
Student Suppers. Signup sheet for next semester 
is on the table in the gathering area. Thank you 
again for your support!

Linens Volunteers
January: Aimee Beckmann-Collier
February: Raelynn Trigoutis

Bread Bakers 
Jan 12: Jeanne O’Halloran
Feb 9: Barb James

Money Counters   
Jan 5: Jim Greenfield & Bob VanGilder
Jan 12: Kristi Ryan & Larry James
jan 19: Annette Roth & Jim Deal

Coffee and Donut Hosts
Jan 5: James family
Jan 12: Bakke family
Jan 19: Swanda family

Food Pantry 
The Donation of the Month are items for Hot 
Cereal and White Corn Flour. Please leave 
your non-perishable food items in the gathering 
space. Envelopes for cash donations are available 
on the table outside the office.

Stewardship Corner
Thank you for your financial support of St. 
Catherine’s ministry. The donations we received 
for the week of Dec 29th were $7,086.

Contact the office if you would like the ACH 
form or check our website to support by 
online giving.

Bulletin Items
Please submit bulletin announcement 
requests to office@stcatherinedrake.org 
by Wednesday at 11:00 am.

Music 
Entrance: We Three Kings #104
Psalm: Lord, every nation on earth will  
           adore you.
Presentation: Beyond the Moon and Stars #46
Communion: Gift of Finest Wheat #322
Closing: He Is the Lord #553

Saturday 5:00 p.m
Robert Schroeder, Adam & Samantha Poole, 
Grace Graham

Sunday 10:30 a.m
Tom & Sarah Florian
  

Parish Staff 
Rev. Protas O. Okwalo, Pastor
 
Rev. Mr. Rick Condon, Deacon
           
Teresa Smith, Office Manager  
 
Bob Van Gilder, Business Manager
 
Erin Smith, Coordinator of Campus Ministry
            
Dennis & Melinda Hendrickson, Music Coordinators
 
Dave & Sheila Lingwall, Liturgy Coordinators
 
Teresa Laird, Family Faith Formation Director         
 
Gus & Dee Cordero, Deaf Ministry
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The Epiphany of the Lord    •  January 5, 2020
WHEN THE STAR FADES...

 “We observed His star at its rising...” —Matthew 2:2
 
In their homeland, the Magi saw a great star at its rising. 
Greatly impressed, they set out on their journey to follow the 
star to greet the newborn King to Whom they believed the 
star pointed. After they had traveled for a time, they could 
no longer see the star. They were past the point of no return, 
and were not sure where God was now leading them. But 
the Magi did not give up on God’s leading; they did not quit 
and return back home. Instead, they did the reasonable 
thing; they consulted the nearby leader, King Herod of Israel. 
Though Herod harbored ill will, he unwittingly sent them to 
the right place, Bethlehem, when his advisors consulted the 
Hebrew Scriptures. As the Magi set out in blind faith for Beth-
lehem, suddenly the star re-appeared. It’s no wonder the 
Magi “were overjoyed at seeing the star” (Mt 2:10). God’s 
guidance for their journey had resumed.

Have you ever started on a journey of faith in response to the 
clear prompting of God? You commit yourself to the journey, 
burn your bridges behind you (see 1 Kgs 19:19-21), and then 
it seems like God’s divine guidance completely vanishes. This 
is a pattern that many have experienced in their lives of faith. 
This might be a test from God, “the Tester of our Hearts” (1 
Thes 2:4).

If you’re in this situation, the Magi are a model for you. Perse-
vere in trust, as they did, and believe that God will guide you 
at the proper time. “Walk by faith, not by sight” (2 Cor 5:7). 
“Commit to the Lord your way; trust in Him, and He will act” 
(Ps 37:5).

Prayer:  Jesus, like the Magi, I give You the gift of my life. I will 
follow You wherever You lead. “In my life, Lord, be glorified.”
Promise:  “In Christ Jesus the Gentiles are now co-heirs with 
the Jews, members of the same body.” —Eph 3:6
Praise:  “The Epiphany is the manifestation of Jesus as Mes-
siah of Israel, Son of God and Savior of the world” (see Cat-
echism of the Catholic Church, 528). Alleluia!

mycatholic.com/reflections/ 

Parish Mission Statement 
St. Catherine of Siena Catholic Church and Student Center is a spiritual “home away from home” for Drake University 
students and resident parishioners. We strive through worship, prayer, fellowship, bible study and service to be 
disciples of Jesus and leaders of the Catholic Church and Community.

PRAYER OF ST CATHERINE

  Power of the eternal Father,
  Wisdom of your only-begotten Son,

  Clemency of the Holy Spirit,
  fire and deep well of charity,

  You know how,
  and you are able,
  and it is your will,

  so I plead with you:
  have mercy on the world,

  and restore the warmth of charity
  and peace
  and unity

  to Holy Church.
  I do not wish you to delay any longer.

  I beg you
  to let your infinite goodness  

constrain you
  not to close the eye of your mercy!

St. Catherine of Siena, Pray for us!!



Mass Intentions
Mass may be offered for your 
intention or on someone’s behalf. 
Please contact the office for available 
dates.  
5:00pm For the Parish
10:30am For the Parish
5:00pm For the Students

Sacraments
Reconciliation 
Saturdays 4-4:50pm or by appointment

Baptism
Please call the Parish Office to set up an 
appointment. Parents are required to 
participate in the Baptism Preparation 
Program. 

Matrimony
Please contact the Parish Office at least 
6-8 months in advance of the proposed 
wedding date to allow for completion of 
required marriage preparations. 

Parish Meetings
Parish Council: Second Wednesday every 
month at 6pm. Members: Laura Carruthers-
Green,Greg Bellville, Ann Gernes, Margaret 
Hanson, Gus Cordero, Ryan Wise

Finance Council: Third Wednesday of every 
month at 5:45pm. Members: Annette Roth, 
Brendan Comito, Jim Greenfield, Kristi Ryan,  
Patrick Carruthers-Green

     St. Catherine of Siena 
Catholic Church and Student Center

Liturgical Ministers  
Sunday, Jan 5
Liturgical Coordinator: Jen Faber
Lectors: David Collier, Brendan Comito, Josh Faber   
Eucharistic Ministers: Kristi Ryan, Joann Shepard, Ellen & 
Larry Strachota   
Ushers: Art Hessburg, Eunice Owusu-Anokye   
Sunday, Jan 12 
Liturgical Coordinator: Mary-Claire Uselding
Lectors: Jim Deal, Ian Dragoo, Dee Cordero
Eucharistic Ministers: Jacob Walker, Greg Bellville, Pat 
Bonz, Laura Carruthers-Green
Ushers: Greg Bellville, Jim Deal

Welcome to St. Catherine of Siena 
Catholic Church and Student Center

New parishioners and students are asked to 
register online at stcatherinedrake.org or by 
contacting the parish office. Please notify the 
parish office when moving or with a change of 
phone number, address or email. In case of an 
emergency after hours, please call 515-771-6463

The Epiphany
The Manifestation of God

The first reading, from Isaiah, speaks about how 
light shows us everything. When Jerusalem is filled 
with light, then the whole earth is filled with light. 
This is clearly a reference to the presence of Jesus 
in Jerusalem—not for the author of this passage of 
Isaiah, but for those Jewish people who were awaiting 
the Messiah. They came to believe that these texts 
referred to the Messiah who would come. For the 
early Christians, who believed that Jesus was the 
Messiah, it was easy to see in Isaiah [and other Old 
Testament texts] many references to Jesus.
 
The Epiphany speaks particularly of the revelation of 
Jesus Christ as Messiah to the Gentiles. It is as though 
this mystery is so strong that it shines right through 
all of reality, if we are truly looking at reality with 
God’s word. Among the first of the Gentiles, the non-
Jewish people, to perceive divinity in the Lord Jesus 
were the Magi, the wise men from the east. They are 
able to recognize Jesus as Lord of all even in his state 
as an infant.
 
Today, we who follow Christ must be Magi to non-
believers. If we truly witness to His presence, our own 
lives are transformed. Others are able to see that we 
live from another reality, not from the reality of this 
world. This does not reject the present world, but 
accepts it entirely with the hope of transformation 
into the reality of Jesus Christ.
 
Saint Paul says in the second reading that it was not 
made known to people in other generations as it has 
now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets 
by the Spirit: that the Gentiles are coheirs, members 
of the same body, and copartners in the promise in 
Christ Jesus through the gospel.
 
This is a message that still needs to be preached: all 
are invited to salvation; all are invited to the banquet 
of the Lord.  Only as we ourselves come to recognize 
the divine shining through our human condition 
will we be able to give witness with strength and 
conviction. May God give us eyes and ears and hearts 
of faith.

Monastery of Christ in the Desert

Parish News
    

SAVE THE DATE!
Sept 26 & 27, 2020 Wells Fargo Arena
Hear world class speakers, celebrate 
Mass among thousands, fill your spirit 
with music, attend reconciliation, visit 
Jesus in adoration and feel your soul 
rejoice. To learn more, contact your 
parish “GoTo” -Erin Smith 250-3208 
or erin.smith@stcatherinedrake.org

 Job Opening
We are seeking a part-time Business 
Manager. This position includes finan-
cial management and facility man-
agement responsibilities. Accounting 
knowledge and experience is essen-
tial.  The job description is posted on 
our website. Please send cover letter, 
resume and references to 
office@stcatherinedrake.org.

ADA
We express our heartfelt gratitude 
to you for your generous dona-
tions toward our ADA goal of 
$38,821. It was met!!

Young Professionals Panel 
Discussion

Dowling Catholic is hosting a 
Young Alumni & Young Profes-
sional panel discussion and net-
working event on Wed, Jan 8 from 
4-6PM at Jasper Winery. We are 
thrilled to have Jennie Baranczyk, 
Steve Lacy, Dave Leto, Anne Roth 
and RJ Tursi as panelists sharing 
their insight with us that evening. 
Each guest will get a free drink 
along with hosted appetizers. If 
you are an alumnus or young pro-
fessional, Dowling Catholic would 
love to see you there! To RSVP or 
with questions, contact Blair Ryan 
at bryan@dowlingcatholic.org. 

RCIA
The Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults is a process developed by 
the Catholic Church for prospective 
converts to Catholicism who are above 
the age of infant baptism. Candidates 
are gradually introduced to aspects 
of Catholic beliefs and practices. If 
you know someone who would like 
to learn more about the process and/
or begin classes, please contact Jenny 
Condon at jennycondon89@gmail.
com or 779-9347

Thank you!
Many thanks to the St Catherine’s 
parish family for your recognition 
of my retirement. The gift cards 
and framed picture were perfect. 
These past 10 years have been 
most enjoyable. God Bless You!
Bob VanGilder

Please pray for our parishioners and  
any and all others who are suffering 
from injury or illness.

 Around the Diocese
Man-Up West Power Lunch

Fri, Jan 10 at Noon/St. Francis of Assi-
si Parish, West Des Moines. One Year 
Anniversary Celebration with Man-
Up Radio Show Host, Joe Stopulos. 

Save the Date! 
“Iowa Catholic Men’s Conference: 
Son’s of the Father”, Feb 22, 2020. 
Mass with Bishop William Joensen. 
Featured Speaker: ISU Football Coach 
Matt Campbell.

Anti-Hunger Day on the Hill
Tues, Feb 25, 2020 Iowa State Capitol
Interested in learning more about 
how you can be an advocate for food 
insecurity? Contact Luke Elzinga, 
Communications and Advocacy Man-
ager, at 277-6969 x10 or lelzinga@
dmarcunited.org.

Job Opening
St. Anthony Catholic School has an 
immediate need for a full time music 
teaching position open. If you are 
interested or want more information, 
contact Jennifer Raes, principal, at 
515-243-1874.

Emmaus House
Emmaus House has many offerings 
for spiritual growth. Please see flyers 
outside office for more information 
about these events.

St Serra Club
Prayer, Fellowship and Humble Ser-
vice. Sound interesting? That’s what 
we do! Join the St. Serra Club of Des 
Moines in praying for and supporting 
priesthood and religious vocations. 
Come to any of our monthly events 
and see what we’re all about. For more 
information, contact Jim at 422-0960; 
or visit dmserra.com.

“The 1619 Project”
Plymouth Congregational United 
Church of Christ’s Anti-Racism Com-
mittee will host a study group center-
ing around the information revealed 
in “The 1619 Project.” You do not 
have to be a member of Plymouth 
Church to join in the study group, 
which will meet on Weds, Jan 22 - Feb 
19, 7-8:30pm, and on Wed, Feb. 26 
from 6-7:30pm. To Register email 
sheenathomas96@gmail.com. Cost is 
$10 to cover materials and is required 
no later than Jan. 6. Checks can be 
mailed to: Plymouth Church, 4126 
Ingersoll Ave, Des Moines IA 50312. 
Please include “1619 Project” in the 
memo line on your check.

 

 

Calendar

6   Monday:       12:30pm Des Moines Region - AFF 
                                             leaders meeting
                            5:15pm Communion Service
7   Tuesday:       5:15pm Mass
8   Wednesday: 5:15pm Mass
                            6:00pm Parish Council
9   Thursday:     5:15pm Mass
10 Friday:          12:00pm Mass
11 Saturday:      12:30pm Rental
                            4:00pm Reconciliation
                            5:00pm Mass
12 Sunday:        10:30am Mass
                            11:30am Foundation Meeting
                            8:00pm Mass

                                       
Find world-wide Mass times at www.masstimes.org


