
Parish Social Ministries
Student Supper Ministry
Thank you to everyone who supported our 
Student Suppers. Signup sheet for next semester 
is on the table in the gathering area. Thank you 
again for your support!

Linens Volunteers
December: Linda Lowe
January: Aimee Beckmann-Collier

Bread Bakers 
Jan 12: Jeanne O’Halloran
Feb 9: Barb James

Money Counters   
Dec 29: Pat Carruthers-Green & Larry James
Jan 5: Jim Greenfield & Bob VanGilder
Jan 12: Kristi Ryan & Larry James

Coffee and Donut Hosts
Dec 29: Gongol family
Jan 5: James family
Jan 12: Bakke Family

Food Pantry 
The Donation of the Month are items for Hot 
Cereal and White Corn Flour. Please leave 
your non-perishable food items in the gathering 
space. Envelopes for cash donations are available 
on the table outside the office.

Stewardship Corner
Thank you for your financial support of St. 
Catherine’s ministry. The donations for the 
week of Dec 22nd we received were $6,779.

Contact the office if you would like the ACH 
form or check our website to support by 
online giving.

Bulletin Items
Please submit bulletin announcement 
requests to office@stcatherinedrake.org 
by Wednesday at 11:00 am.

Music 
Entrance: God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen #93
Psalm: Blessed are those who fear the 
           Lord and walk in his ways.
Presentation: The First Nowell #110
Communion: What Child Is This #105
Closing: Hark! the Herald Angels Sing #96

Saturday 5:00 p.m
Seth Hammond

Sunday 10:30 a.m
Tom & Sarah Florian
  

Parish Staff 
Rev. Protas O. Okwalo, Pastor
 
Rev. Mr. Rick Condon, Deacon
           
Teresa Smith, Office Manager  
 
Bob Van Gilder, Business Manager
 
Erin Smith, Coordinator of Campus Ministry
            
Dennis & Melinda Hendrickson, Music Coordinators
 
Dave & Sheila Lingwall, Liturgy Coordinators
 
Teresa Laird, Family Faith Formation Director         
 
Gus & Dee Cordero, Deaf Ministry
            

St. Catherine of Siena 
 Catholic Church and Student Center

Drake Newman Community
1150 28th St. • Des Moines, IA 50311  

515.271.4747 • www.stcatherinedrake.org  

The Catholic Parish on the campus of Drake University

The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph    •  December 29, 2019
THE ETERNAL FAMILY REUNION

“Christ’s peace must reign in your hearts.” —Colossians 3:15

We want to celebrate Christmas with our families. Therefore, 
Christmas is especially difficult for us if a loved one has died 
in the last year. However, we have the great hope of our 
families getting together for the eternal happiness of heaven. 
We will have a family reunion in heaven in the not too distant 
future, and if the Lord has His way, not one family member 
will be missing (see Jn 6:39; 1 Tm 2:4).

For your family to stay together for an eternity of Christmases, 
you must:
• Repent of sin and decide to love the Lord with all your 

heart, soul, mind, and strength (Mk 12:30).
• Talk to your family members about your love for Jesus.
• Be in right relationship with family members. Honor your 

parents (Sir 3:2), be submissive to your husband, lay down 
your life for your wife (Col 3:18-19), disciple your children.

• Pray together daily as a married couple and as a family 
(see Mt 18:19-20).

• Forgive family members seven times seventy times (Mt 
18:22; see Col 3:13).

Many of you feel very discouraged about the spiritual state 
of your families. Be instead confident that the Lord loves 
each member of your family, even to death on the cross. 
Jesus will change the hardest heart. Be hopeful.

PRAYER:  Father, may I remove the plank of sin from my own 
eye so as to help family members remove the specks from 
their eyes (Mt 7:5).
PROMISE:  Kindness to a father will not be forgotten, it will 
serve as a sin offering — it will take lasting root.” –Sir 3:14
PRAISE:  We praise You, Father, “from whom every family in 
heaven and on earth takes its name” (Eph 3:15). May your 
light shine through our family for the world to see.

mycatholic.com/reflections/ 

Parish Mission Statement 
St. Catherine of Siena Catholic Church and Student Center is a spiritual “home away from home” for Drake University 
students and resident parishioners. We strive through worship, prayer, fellowship, bible study and service to be 
disciples of Jesus and leaders of the Catholic Church and Community.

PRAYER OF ST CATHERINE

  Power of the eternal Father,
  Wisdom of your only-begotten Son,

  Clemency of the Holy Spirit,
  fire and deep well of charity,

  You know how,
  and you are able,
  and it is your will,

  so I plead with you:
  have mercy on the world,

  and restore the warmth of charity
  and peace
  and unity

  to Holy Church.
  I do not wish you to delay any longer.

  I beg you
  to let your infinite goodness  

constrain you
  not to close the eye of your mercy!

St. Catherine of Siena, Pray for us!!



 

Mass Intentions
Mass may be offered for your 
intention or on someone’s behalf. 
Please contact the office for available 
dates.  
5:00pm For the Parish
10:30am For the Parish
5:00pm For the Students

Sacraments
Reconciliation 
Saturdays 4-4:50pm or by appointment

Baptism
Please call the Parish Office to set up an 
appointment. Parents are required to 
participate in the Baptism Preparation 
Program. 

Matrimony
Please contact the Parish Office at least 
6-8 months in advance of the proposed 
wedding date to allow for completion of 
required marriage preparations. 

Parish Meetings
Parish Council: Second Wednesday every 
month at 6pm. Members: Laura Carruthers-
Green,Greg Bellville, Ann Gernes, Margaret 
Hanson, Gus Cordero, Ryan Wise

Finance Council: Third Wednesday of every 
month at 5:45pm. Members: Annette Roth, 
Brendan Comito, Jim Greenfield, Kristi Ryan,  
Patrick Carruthers-Green

     St. Catherine of Siena 
Catholic Church and Student Center

Liturgical Ministers  
Sunday, Dec 29
Liturgical Coordinator: Sheila Lingwall
Lectors: Pat Bonz, Patrick Carruthers-Green, Tom Clarke   
Eucharistic Ministers: Barb & Larry James, Marlene 
Kautzky, Jeanne O’Halloran   
Ushers: Margaret Hanson, Gary Payne   
Sunday, Jan 5 
Liturgical Coordinator: Jen Faber
Lectors: David Collier, Brendan Comito, Josh Faber
Eucharistic Ministers: Kristi Ryan, Joann Shepard, Ellen & 
Larry Strachota
Ushers: Art Hessburg, Eunice Owusu-Anokye

Welcome to St. Catherine of Siena 
Catholic Church and Student Center

New parishioners and students are asked to 
register online at stcatherinedrake.org or by 
contacting the parish office. Please notify the 
parish office when moving or with a change of 
phone number, address or email. In case of an 
emergency after hours, please call 515-771-6463

Pope at ‘Urbi et Orbi’ prays for children
Urbi et Orbi  means literally “to the city and to the world.” 
On Christmas Day, the Pope highlighted the plight of 
many suffering people and nations across the globe, 
praying for the peace of the Lord.    
   
“There is darkness in human hearts, yet the light of Christ 
is greater still.” There is darkness, he said, in “personal, 
family and social relationships, but the light of Christ is 
greater. There is darkness in economic, geopolitical and 
ecological conflicts, yet greater still is the light of Christ.” 

Prayers to end Suffering in the World 

The Pope prayed for “the beloved Syrian people who still 
see no end to the hostilities,” and the Pope appealed to 
those in power “to find solutions to allow the peoples of 
that region to live together in peace and security,  and put 
an end to their unspeakable sufferings.”

The Pope turned to the Lebanese who are struggling to 
overcome “the current crisis and rediscover their vocation 
to be a message of freedom and harmonious coexistence 
for all.”

He mentioned the Holy Land, where “so many people 
– struggling but not discouraged – still await a time of 
peace, security, and prosperity.”

His thoughts also went to “the beloved Venezuelan people, 
long tried by their political and social tensions,” praying 
that they may receive the aid they need.

He sent prayers to the Ukraine too, “May the Redeemer of 
the world bring light to beloved Ukraine, which yearns for 
concrete solutions for an enduring peace.”

And Africa was also in his heart, “May the Son of God, 
come down to earth from heaven, protect and sustain all 
those who, due to these and other injustices, are forced 
to emigrate in the hope of a secure life.  It is an injustice 
that makes them cross deserts and seas that become 
cemeteries.”  In particular, he mentioned the eastern 
part of the Democratic Republic of the Congo, “torn by 
continuing conflicts.” May the Redeemer, he said, “bring 
consolation to all who suffer.”

Soften our Hearts

Finally, Pope Francis said, “May Emmanuel bring light 
to all the suffering members of our human family.  May 
he soften our often stony and self-centered hearts and 
make them channels of his love.  May he bring his smile, 
through our poor faces, to all the children of the world: 
to those who are abandoned and those who suffer 
violence.” 

Source: Vatican News

Parish News
    

SAVE THE DATE!
Sept 26 & 27, 2020 Wells Fargo Arena
Hear world class speakers, celebrate 
Mass among thousands, fill your spirit 
with music, attend reconciliation, visit 
Jesus in adoration and feel your soul 
rejoice. To learn more, contact your 
parish “GoTo” -Erin Smith 250-3208 
or erin.smith@stcatherinedrake.org

 Job Opening
We are seeking a part-time Business 
Manager. This position includes finan-
cial management and facility man-
agement responsibilities. Accounting 
knowledge and experience is essen-
tial.  The job description is posted on 
our website. Please send cover letter, 
resume and references to 
office@stcatherinedrake.org.

Christmas Poinsettia Donations
Thank you to all those who donated 
for our Christmas Poinsettias!! Please 
see the poster on the office window.

ADA
We express our heartfelt gratitude 
to you for your generous dona-
tions toward our ADA goal of 
$38,821. It was met!!

Mass Schedule
The Blessed Virgin Mary

Tuesday, Dec 31
4:00pm Mass

 
RCIA

The Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults is a process developed by 
the Catholic Church for prospective 
converts to Catholicism who are above 
the age of infant baptism. Candidates 
are gradually introduced to aspects 
of Catholic beliefs and practices. If 
you know someone who would like 
to learn more about the process and/
or begin classes, please contact Jenny 
Condon at jennycondon89@gmail.
com or 779-9347

Thank you
Thank you to everyone who 
helped make our Christmas 

Mass so beautiful!!

End of Year Donations
The last day we can accept 
donations for 2019 is December 
30. Please make sure all tithing 
is in the office or done online by 
that date. Thank you for your 
generosity!

 Around the Diocese
Man-Up West Power Lunch

Fri, Jan 10 at Noon/St. Francis of Assi-
si Parish, West Des Moines. One Year 
Anniversary Celebration with Man-
Up Radio Show Host, Joe Stopulos. 

Save the Date! 
“Iowa Catholic Men’s Conference: 
Son’s of the Father”, Feb 22, 2020. 
Mass with Bishop William Joensen. 
Featured Speaker: ISU Football Coach 
Matt Campbell.

Anti-Hunger Day on the Hill
Tues, Feb 25, 2020 Iowa State Capitol
Interested in learning more about 
how you can be an advocate for food 
insecurity? Contact Luke Elzinga, 
Communications and Advocacy Man-
ager, at 277-6969 x10 or lelzinga@
dmarcunited.org.

Encounter
Join us for First Friday Eucharistic 
Adoration with Jon Leonetti. Fri Jan 3 
at 7pm at St. Pius X Catholic Church
Sit with Jesus for an hour of prayer 
in the form of Eucharistic Adoration 
Speaker and Iowa Catholic Radio 
host, Jon Leonetti will be speaking 
on how his encounter with Christ 
has changed his life. Praise and wor-
ship music will accompany a time of 
personal prayer with food and fellow-
ship afterwards. Families of all ages 
are welcome.  For more information, 
please email firstencounterdsm@
gmail.com.

Emmaus House
Emmaus House has many offerings 
for spiritual growth. Please see flyers 
outside office for more information 
about these events.

Please pray for our parishioners and  
any and all others who are suffering 
from injury or illness.

Job Opening
St. Anthony Catholic School has an 
immediate need for a full time music 
teaching position open. If you are 
interested or want more information, 
contact Jennifer Raes, principal, at 
515-243-1874.

“The 1619 Project”
Plymouth Congregational United 
Church of Christ’s Anti-Racism Com-
mittee will host a study group center-
ing around the information revealed 
in “The 1619 Project.” You do not 
have to be a member of Plymouth 
Church to join in the study group, 
which will meet on Weds, Jan 22 - Feb 
19, 7-8:30pm, and on Wed, Feb. 26 
from 6-7:30pm. To Register email 
sheenathomas96@gmail.com. Cost is 
$10 to cover materials and is required 
no later than Jan. 6. Checks can be 
mailed to: Plymouth Church, 4126 
Ingersoll Ave, Des Moines IA 50312. 
Please include “1619 Project” in the 
memo line on your check.
 

 

Calendar

30 Monday:       5:15pm Communion Service
31 Tuesday:       4:00pm Mass-The Blessed Virgin Mary
1   Wednesday: Office Closed
                            No Mass
2   Thursday:     5:15pm Mass
3   Friday:          12:00pm Mass
                            3:00pm Rental
4   Saturday:      4:00pm Reconciliation
                            5:00pm Mass
5   Sunday:        10:30am Mass
                            8:00pm Mass

                                       
Find world-wide Mass times at www.masstimes.org

Please pray for our parishioners and  any and all others 
who are suffering from injury or illness.


