
Parish Social Ministries
Student Supper Ministry
Thank you to everyone who supported our 
Student Suppers. Signup sheet for next semester 
is on the table in the gathering area. Thank you 
again for your support!

Linens Volunteers
December: Linda Lowe
January: Aimee Beckmann-Collier

Bread Bakers 
Jan 12: Jeanne O’Halloran
Feb 9:Barb James

Money Counters   
Dec 22: Pat Carruthers-Green & Raelynn Trigoutis
Dec 29: Pat Carruthers-Green & Larry James
Jan 5: Jim Greenfield & Bob VanGilder

Coffee and Donut Hosts
Dec 22: Fisher family
Dec 29: Gongol family
Jan 5: James family

Food Pantry 
The Donation of the Month are items for Pasta 
and Dried noodles. Please leave your non-
perishable food items in the gathering space. 
Envelopes for cash donations are available on 
the table outside the office.

Stewardship Corner
Thank you for your financial support of St. 
Catherine’s ministry. The donations for the 
week of Dec 15th we received $6,487.

Contact the office if you would like the ACH 
form or check our website to support by 
online giving.

Bulletin Items
Please submit bulletin announcement 
requests to office@stcatherinedrake.org 
by Wednesday at 11:00 am.

Music 
Entrance: People, Look East #40
Psalm: Let the Lord enter; he is king  
           of glory.
Presentation: Angels We Have Heard on High #98
Communion: Christ, Circle Round Us #55
Closing: Angels, from the Realms of Glory #108
Saturday 5:00 p.m
Ryan Besser

Sunday 10:30 a.m
Faber family
  

Parish Staff 
Rev. Protas O. Okwalo, Pastor
 
Rev. Mr. Rick Condon, Deacon
           
Teresa Smith, Office Manager  
 
Bob Van Gilder, Business Manager
 
Erin Smith, Coordinator of Campus Ministry
            
Dennis & Melinda Hendrickson, Music Coordinators
 
Dave & Sheila Lingwall, Liturgy Coordinators
 
Teresa Laird, Family Faith Formation Director         
 
Gus & Dee Cordero, Deaf Ministry
            

St. Catherine of Siena 
 Catholic Church and Student Center

Drake Newman Community
1150 28th St. • Des Moines, IA 50311  

515.271.4747 • www.stcatherinedrake.org  

The Catholic Parish on the campus of Drake University

Fourth Sunday of Advent    •  December 22, 2019
“THE BEST LAID PLANS OF MICE AND MEN”

“When Joseph awoke he did as the angel of the Lord had 
directed him.” —Matthew 1:24

Many of you have Christmas planned. You’re going to go to 
certain parties, see certain family members and friends, and 
give specific presents. You expect to receive a few presents 
yourself along with some Christmas goodies. The Christmas 
you have planned is about the same as last year’s Christmas, 
with a few minor variations.

What if Jesus decided to change your Christmas plans dra-
matically? Would you let Him be Lord of your Christmas? 
Ahaz had plans about how to avoid destruction by the Assyr-
ians. Just when Ahaz had his plans all set, Isaiah told Ahaz to 
forget his plans and trust in God alone. The Lord even prom-
ised a dramatic sign to prove Isaiah’s message (Is 7:11). Ahaz 
refused to ask for the sign, would not even consider chang-
ing his plans, and “proved utterly faithless to the Lord” (2 Chr 
28:19).

Joseph planned to quietly divorce Mary because she was 
pregnant and the baby was not his (Mt 1:19). An angel ap-
peared to Joseph in a dream and told him to change his 
plans. He changed his plans and became the foster-father of 
Jesus, the husband of Mary, and head of the Holy Family.

The best Christmases are not when we get our way, but when 
we change our plans so that Jesus gets His way.

PRAYER:  Father, ruin any plans of mine that are not Yours.
PROMISE:  “ ‘The virgin shall be with Child and give birth to 
a Son, and they shall call Him Emmanuel,’ a name which 
means ‘God is with us.’ “ –Mt 1:23
PRAISE:  “O King of all the nations, the only Joy of every hu-
man heart; O Keystone of the mighty arch of man, come 
and save the creature You fashioned from the dust.”

mycatholic.com/reflections/ 

Parish Mission Statement 
St. Catherine of Siena Catholic Church and Student Center is a spiritual “home away from home” for Drake University 
students and resident parishioners. We strive through worship, prayer, fellowship, bible study and service to be 
disciples of Jesus and leaders of the Catholic Church and Community.

PRAYER OF ST CATHERINE

  Power of the eternal Father,
  Wisdom of your only-begotten Son,

  Clemency of the Holy Spirit,
  fire and deep well of charity,

  You know how,
  and you are able,
  and it is your will,

  so I plead with you:
  have mercy on the world,

  and restore the warmth of charity
  and peace
  and unity

  to Holy Church.
  I do not wish you to delay any longer.

  I beg you
  to let your infinite goodness  

constrain you
  not to close the eye of your mercy!

St. Catherine of Siena, Pray for us!!



Mass Intentions
Mass may be offered for your 
intention or on someone’s behalf. 
Please contact the office for available 
dates.  
5:00pm For the Parish
10:30am For the Parish
5:00pm For the Students

Sacraments
Reconciliation 
Saturdays 4-4:50pm or by appointment

Baptism
Please call the Parish Office to set up an 
appointment. Parents are required to 
participate in the Baptism Preparation 
Program. 

Matrimony
Please contact the Parish Office at least 
6-8 months in advance of the proposed 
wedding date to allow for completion of 
required marriage preparations. 

Parish Meetings
Parish Council: Second Wednesday every 
month at 6pm. Members: Laura Carruthers-
Green,Greg Bellville, Ann Gernes, Margaret 
Hanson, Gus Cordero, Ryan Wise

     St. Catherine of Siena 
Catholic Church and Student Center

Liturgical Ministers  
Sunday, Dec 22
Liturgical Coordinator: Kristi Ryan
Lectors: Amanda & Greg Bellville, Edward Bodensteiner   
Eucharistic Ministers: Bobbi Segura, Jen Faber, Shirley 
Harris, Bob Heles   
Ushers: Shirley Harris, Jan Wise   
Sunday, Dec 29 
Liturgical Coordinator: Sheila Lingwall
Lectors: Pat Bonz, Patrick Carruthers-Green, Tom Clarke
Eucharistic Ministers: Barb & Larry James, Marlene 
Kautzky, Jeanne O’Halloran
Ushers: Margaret Hanson, Gary Payne

Welcome to St. Catherine of Siena 
Catholic Church and Student Center

New parishioners and students are asked to 
register online at stcatherinedrake.org or by 
contacting the parish office. Please notify the 
parish office when moving or with a change of 
phone number, address or email. In case of an 
emergency after hours, please call 515-771-6463

Called to Faithfulness
Finally, on this the Fourth Sunday of Advent, our 
Gospel Reading permits us to begin our contempla-
tion of the mystery of the Incarnation we celebrate at 
Christmas: “Now this is how the birth of Jesus Christ 
came about” (Matthew 1:18).

The Gospel of Matthew tells the story of the birth of 
Jesus from Joseph’s perspective. Today’s Gospel pas-
sage is the second movement in this story. In the pre-
ceding verses of the first chapter of Matthew’s Gospel, 
the Evangelist has listed the genealogy of Jesus, trac-
ing his lineage through King David to Abraham. In 
the chapter to follow, Matthew tells of the visit from 
the Magi, the Holy Family’s flight into Egypt, and 
Herod’s massacre of the infants in Bethlehem. (The 
other stories which we associate with Christmas, the 
Annunciation, the Visitation, the angel, and the shep-
herds, are found in the Gospel of Luke).

We must not gloss over too quickly the difficult 
circumstances described in today’s Gospel. The way 
that Joseph and Mary face these circumstances tells 
us much about these holy people and their faith in 
God. Joseph and Mary are betrothed to be married. 
This is sometimes described as an engagement 
period, but it is more than that. Betrothal in first-
century Jewish culture was in fact, the first part of 
the marriage contract. A breach of this contract was 
considered adultery. Mary is found to be with child. 
If adultery is proven, the punishment might be death. 
Joseph has rights under Mosaic law, but chooses 
to act discreetly in his plans to break the marriage 
contract, so as to protect Mary. Then God intervenes.

The message of the angel of the Lord given to Joseph 
in his dream tells us much about the child that Mary 
bears and his role in God’s plan. He is conceived by 
the Holy Spirit. His name will be Jesus, which in He-
brew means “Yahweh saves.” He will be the fulfillment 
of the prophecy heard in today’s first reading from 
Isaiah: “. . . The virgin shall be with child . . . and shall 
name him Emmanuel [God with us].”

Joseph does as the angel of the Lord directs. He takes 
Mary to be his wife and accepts the child in her 
womb as his own. Joseph and Mary are both coopera-
tive with God’s plan. They are both models for us of 
what it means to be faithful servants of God.

Loyola Press

Parish News
    

SAVE THE DATE!
Sept 26 & 27, 2020 Wells Fargo Arena
Hear world class speakers, celebrate 
Mass among thousands, fill your spirit 
with music, attend reconciliation, visit 
Jesus in adoration and feel your soul 
rejoice. To learn more, contact your 
parish “GoTo” -Erin Smith 250-3208 
or erin.smith@stcatherinedrake.org

 Job Opening
We are seeking a part-time Business 
Manager. This position includes finan-
cial management and facility man-
agement responsibilities. Accounting 
knowledge and experience is essen-
tial.  The job description is posted on 
our website. Please send cover letter, 
resume and references to 
office@stcatherinedrake.org.

Christmas Poinsettia Donations
If you would like to donate a memo-
rial for Christmas flowers please use 
the envelopes outside the office and 
place in the offetory basket.

ADA
Please prayerfully consider do-
nating to the Annual Diocesan 
Appeal. Our ADA goal this year 
is $38,821. We have collected 
$34,375. We have a balance of 
$4,446. Whatever goes unpaid will 
be paid for thru our tithing.

Mass Schedule
Christmas Mass

Tuesday, Dec 24  
4:45pm Music Prelude

5:00pm Mass
The Blessed Virgin Mary

Tuesday, Dec 31
4:00pm Mass

 
RCIA

The Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults is a process developed by 
the Catholic Church for prospective 
converts to Catholicism who are above 
the age of infant baptism. Candidates 
are gradually introduced to aspects 
of Catholic beliefs and practices. If 
you know someone who would like 
to learn more about the process and/
or begin classes, please contact Jenny 
Condon at jennycondon89@gmail.
com or 779-9347

End of Year Donations
The last day we can accept 
donations for 2019 is December 
30. Please make sure all tithing 
is in the office or done online by 
that date. Thank you for your 
generosity!

Around the Diocese
Concert

Sun, Dec 22, 3pm, St. Ambrose Cathe-
dral. Umeri, a choir of young Drake 
University alumni conducted by 
Aimee Beckmann-Collier, will present 
The Lessons, Reflections, and Carols of 
Christmas, a concert featuring Scrip-
ture readings, reflections written by 
Dr. Charles Anthony Silvestri, choral 
music, and carol singing by the audi-
ence.  There is no admission charge.  
A freewill offering will be taken.  For 
further information, contact aimee.
beckmann-collier@drake.edu

Man-Up West Power Lunch
Fri, Jan 10 at Noon/St. Francis of Assi-
si Parish, West Des Moines. One Year 
Anniversary Celebration with Man-
Up Radio Show Host, Joe Stopulos. 

Save the Date! 
“Iowa Catholic Men’s Conference: 
Son’s of the Father”, Feb 22, 2020. 
Mass with Bishop William Joensen. 
Featured Speaker: ISU Football Coach 
Matt Campbell.

Anti-Hunger Day on the Hill
Tues, Feb 25, 2020 Iowa State Capitol
Interested in learning more about how 
you can be an advocate for food inse-
curity? Contact Luke Elzinga, Com-
munications and Advocacy Manager, 
at (515) 277-6969 x10 or lelzinga@
dmarcunited.org.

Encounter
Join us for First Friday Eucharistic 
Adoration with Jon Leonetti. Fri Jan 3 
at 7pm at St. Pius X Catholic Church
Sit with Jesus for an hour of prayer 
in the form of Eucharistic Adoration 
Speaker and Iowa Catholic Radio 
host, Jon Leonetti will be speaking 
on how his encounter with Christ 
has changed his life. Praise and wor-
ship music will accompany a time of 
personal prayer with food and fellow-
ship afterwards. Families of all ages 
are welcome.  For more information, 
please email firstencounterdsm@
gmail.com.

“Go Sing It on the Mountain”
Sunday, December 22, 2:00pm
New Hope United Methodist Church
4525 Beaver Avenue, Des Moines
New Hope United Methodist Church 
brings you “Go Sing It on the Moun-
tain.” It will be a great afternoon of 
choral singing and worshiping. The 
music has elements of folk music 
and traditional Christmas hymns. 
This Cantata is sure to have your 
foot tapping! They are also accepting 
donations of new adult socks for the 
homeless during this holiday season. 
If you would like to donate, they will 
have a basket for your donations. All 
are invited to attend.

Please pray for our parishioners and  
any and all others who are suffering 
from injury or illness.

Calendar

23 Monday:       5:15pm Communion Service
24 Tuesday:       5:00pm Christmas Mass
25 Wednesday: Office Closed
                            No Mass
26 Thursday:     5:15pm Mass
27 Friday:          12:00pm Mass
28 Saturday:      4:00pm Reconciliation
                            5:00pm Mass
29 Sunday:        10:30am Mass
                            8:00pm Mass

                                       
Find world-wide Mass times at www.masstimes.org

Please pray for our parishioners and  any and all others 
who are suffering from injury or illness.


