
Parish Social Ministries
Student Supper Ministry
Dec 1: No Meal-Thanksgiving Break
Dec 8: Diocese of Des Moines-Evangelization Dept

Linens Volunteers
November: Elizabeth Stamper
December: Linda Lowe

Bread Bakers 
Dec 8: Brian Smith

Money Counters   
Dec 1: Brendan Comito & Jim Deal
Dec 8: Jim Greenfield & Annette Roth
Dec 15: Kristi Ryan & Raelynn Trigoutis

Coffee and Donut Hosts
Dec 1: FOCUS team
Dec 8: Faber family
Dec 15: Carruthers-Green & Bellville families

Food Pantry 
The Donation of the Month are items for 
Thanksgiving Dinner. Please leave your non-
perishable food items in the gathering space. 
Envelopes for cash donations are available on 
the table outside the office.

Stewardship Corner
Thank you for your financial support of St. 
Catherine’s ministry. The donations for the 
weeks of Nov 24th we received $1,468.

Contact the office if you would like the ACH 
form or check our website to support by 
online giving.

Bulletin Items
Please submit bulletin announcement 
requests to office@stcatherinedrake.org 
by Wednesday at 11:00 am.

Music 
Entrance: The King Shall Come #45
Psalm: Let us go rejoicing to the house of  
          the Lord.
Presentation: Come, Emmanuel #72
Communion: There is a Longing #401
Closing: Lord of Glory #599

Saturday 5:00 p.m
Sally Diehl

Sunday 10:30 a.m
CeCe Sanchez, Seth Hammond, Brian Smith

Sunday 5:00 p.m
Lauren Lundy  

Parish Staff 
Rev. Protas O. Okwalo, Pastor
 fr.okwalo@stcatherinedrake.org
Rev. Mr. Rick Condon, Deacon
           deacon@stcatherinedrake.org
Teresa Smith, Office Manager  
 office@stcatherinedrake.org
Bob Van Gilder, Business Manager
 business@stcatherinedrake.org
Erin Smith, Coordinator of Campus Ministry
            campusminister@stcatherinedrake.org
Dennis & Melinda Hendrickson, Music Coordinators
 music.stcatherine@gmail.com
Dave & Sheila Lingwall, Liturgy Coordinators
 lingwall4@mchsi.com
Teresa Laird, Family Faith Formation Director         
 laird.teresa@yahoo.com
Gus & Dee Cordero, Deaf Ministry
            darleencordero@mail.com
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First Sunday of Advent    •  December 1, 2019

CALL WAITING?
Jesus “watched two brothers, Simon now known as Peter, 

and his brother Andrew, casting a net into the sea. They were 
fishermen. He said to them, ‘Come after Me and I will make 

you fishers of men.’ “ —Matthew 4:18-19

In the Greek Church, St. Andrew is revered as the “Proto-
clete,” that is, the “first called” (see Jn 1:40). Andrew should 
also be revered as the “first who called,” for, after being 
called by Jesus, “the first thing he did was seek out his brother 
Simon and tell him, ‘We have found the Messiah!’ “ (Jn 1:41) 
We need to imitate Andrew. We, called by God, need to be 
calling to God all those the Lord has put in our lives.

Jesus said to His disciples: “It was not you who chose Me, it 
was I Who chose you to go forth and bear fruit” (Jn 15:16). 
We have been chosen and called to bear abundant (Jn 
15:5), lasting (Jn 15:16) fruit. We are called to lead as many 
people as possible (1 Cor 9:19) to a total, deep, permanent 
commitment to Christ. Like Andrew, we are called to be mis-
sionaries and martyrs so as to lead the nations to Christ (see 
Jn 12:21-22). We are called to call.

Let us ask the Lord for the grace to live lives worthy of our 
calling (Eph 4:1).

PRAYER:  Father, may I live my vocations, that is, my callings, 
to the full.
PROMISE:  Jesus “said to them, ‘Come after Me and I will 
make you fishers of men.’ “ –Mt 4:19
PRAISE:  “The wall of the city had twelve courses of stones 
as its foundation, on which were written the names of the 
twelve apostles of the Lamb” (Rv 21:14).

mycatholic.com/reflections/ 

Parish Mission Statement 
St. Catherine of Siena Catholic Church and Student Center is a spiritual “home away from home” for Drake University 
students and resident parishioners. We strive through worship, prayer, fellowship, bible study and service to be 
disciples of Jesus and leaders of the Catholic Church and Community.

PRAYER OF ST CATHERINE

  Power of the eternal Father,
  Wisdom of your only-begotten Son,

  Clemency of the Holy Spirit,
  fire and deep well of charity,

  You know how,
  and you are able,
  and it is your will,

  so I plead with you:
  have mercy on the world,

  and restore the warmth of charity
  and peace
  and unity

  to Holy Church.
  I do not wish you to delay any longer.

  I beg you
  to let your infinite goodness  

constrain you
  not to close the eye of your mercy!

St. Catherine of Siena, Pray for us!!



 

Mass Intentions
Mass may be offered for your 
intention or on someone’s behalf. 
Please contact the office for available 
dates.  
5:00pm For the Parish
10:30am For the Parish
5:00pm For the Students

Sacraments
Reconciliation 
Saturdays 4-4:50pm or by appointment

Baptism
Please call the Parish Office to set up an 
appointment. Parents are required to 
participate in the Baptism Preparation 
Program. 

Matrimony
Please contact the Parish Office at least 
6-8 months in advance of the proposed 
wedding date to allow for completion of 
required marriage preparations. 

Parish Meetings
Finance Council: Third Wednesday of 
every  month at 5:45 pm. Members: Annette 
Roth, Brendan Comito, Jim Greenfield, Kristi 
Ryan, Patrick Carruthers-Green,  
Bob Van Gilder

Parish Council: Second Wednesday every 
month at 6pm. Members: Laura Carruthers-
Green,Greg Bellville, Ann Gernes, Margaret 
Hanson, Gus Cordero, Ryan Wise

     St. Catherine of Siena 
Catholic Church and Student Center

Liturgical Ministers  
Sunday, Dec 1
Liturgical Coordinator: Kristi Ryan
Lectors: Barb & Larry James, Jeanne O’Halloran   
Eucharistic Ministers: Joann Shepard, Barb & Larry James
Jacob Walker    
Ushers: Margaret Hanson, Gary Payne   
Sunday, Dec 8 
Liturgical Coordinator: Margaret Hanson
Lectors: Deb Rogers, Kristi Ryan
Eucharistic Ministers: Kristi Ryan, Greg Bellville, Edward 
Bodensteiner, Pat Bonz
Ushers: Art Hessburg, Eunice Owusu-Anokye

Welcome to St. Catherine of Siena 
Catholic Church and Student Center

New parishioners and students are asked to 
register online at stcatherinedrake.org or by 
contacting the parish office. Please notify the 
parish office when moving or with a change of 
phone number, address or email. In case of an 
emergency after hours, please call 515-771-6463

Thanksgiving
I will never forget the year the baking dish shattered into 
my mother’s family-famous corn casserole. Aunts went 
frantically about, stopping little ones from eating the 
liquid gold fraught with shards of glass. Thanksgiving, if 
measured by the amount of savories and sweets we eat, 
ought to have been ruined, but it went on nevertheless. 
The real meaning of Thanksgiving, others contend, 
is watching the old pigskin being tossed around on 
television. But if this were true, my holidays would 
certainly have been ruined whenever my team succumbed 
to a turkey-day rival. And who can forget the iconic 
Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade, which has also suffered 
a few casualties? (Requiescat in pace, Barney of PBS, 1997.)
If food, football, floating balloons, and flash sales fail to 
satisfy, the question remains: What is the true meaning 
of Thanksgiving? The answer hides – in the midst of 
busyness, noise, and things – in plain sight. One need look 
no further than the name itself; Thanksgiving is ultimately 
about giving thanks for faith, family, friends, and freedom.
Even these goods, however, must be placed in the correct 
order. I noticed, recently, the increasing use of Friends-
giving instead of Thanksgiving and wondered why this 
might be. I realized that to give thanks necessarily implies 
there is one to whom we should give it. And who more 
to thank than God, who “not only gives [us] being and 
existence but also, and at every moment, upholds and 
sustains [us] in being” (CCC 301)? My fear is that our 
increasingly secular society will take the thanks, owed by 
us to Almighty God, out of Thanksgiving.
My hope is that our parish didn’t just loosen a few belt 
loops on Thanksgiving, but rather, we loosed praise and 
thanksgiving to God, Our Father. We are reminded of 
this gratitude in the Psalms, one of which proclaims, 
“Let them thank the Lord for his merciful love, for his 
wonderful works to the sons of men! For he satisfies him 
who is thirsty and the hungry he fills with good things” 
(107:8-9). By the way, we must realize sometimes the way 
the Lord wants to satisfy the thirsty and hungry is through 
our charity. How can we give back this holiday season to 
those in need?
Thanksgiving is just a day, but we should be no strangers 
to giving thanks as Catholics. Our sacrament of the 
Eucharist, in fact, literally means thanksgiving. “It is an 
action of thanksgiving to God,” reads the CCC. “The 
Greek words eucharistein and eulogein recall the Jewish 
blessings that proclaim—especially during a meal—God’s 
works: creation, redemption, and sanctification” (1328). 
And so, as we finish one big holiday meal and prepare 
for the Christmas Season, let us give thanks at every 
meal—yes, with the holiday ham, but, more importantly, 
at the Most Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, where we receive 
the body, blood, soul, and divinity of Jesus Christ. Let us 
thank God, for as we read, “In him we live and move and 
have our being” (Acts 17:28).                                     

                                                                                    
       Cody Fischer

Campus Ministry (CM)
DU Bulldog Catholic
    

Student hosting
Parishioners who are open to hosting 
students for a meal or activity over 
school breaks, please email Erin at 
campusminister@stcatherinedrake.
org

 Parish News
The Bishop is coming!

The Bishop will celebrate here on Sun-
day, December 8 at the 5pm Mass. All 
are welcome to join us at this special 
Mass for the  blessing of the brains.

Job Opening
We are seeking a part-time Business 
Manager. This position includes finan-
cial management and facility man-
agement responsibilities. Accounting 
knowledge and experience is essen-
tial.  The job description is posted on 
our website. Please send cover letter, 
resume and references to 
office@stcatherinedrake.org.

Family Faith Formation(FFF)
Hello everyone! Thank you for a 
wonderful class with your children 
last week. We had a blast! Our next 
meeting time will be Dec 8 with 
all the families. This class will be 
working on blessing bags to keep in 
your cars to give to the homeless. 
If you have any questions, please 
let Abbie know soon! 

RCIA
The Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults is a process developed by 
the Catholic Church for prospective 
converts to Catholicism who are above 
the age of infant baptism. Candidates 
are gradually introduced to aspects 
of Catholic beliefs and practices. If 
you know someone who would like 
to learn more about the process and/
or begin classes, please contact Jenny 
Condon at jennycondon89@gmail.
com or 779-9347

ADA
Please prayerfully consider do-
nating to the Annual Diocesan 
Appeal. Our ADA goal this year 
is $38,821. We have collected 
$26,575. We have a balance of 
$12,246. Whatever goes unpaid 
will be paid for thru our tithing.

Advent Communal Penance
We will offer a commual penance 
service on Thurs., Dec 5 from 6-8pm. 
5 priests will be present to offer  
reconciliation.

Advent Wreath Lighting
Please use sign up sheets in the gath-
ering area to volunteer to say a prayer 
and light the Advent wreath at the 
beginning of Mass during Advent. 

Second Collection
We will be taking a second collection 
next weekend for Retirement Fund for 
Religious. Please give generously as 
this directly effects one of our own.

Thank You!
My dear friends at St Catherine’s. 
Please forgive my tardiness of this 
thank you. I was overwhelmed and 
deeply moved when I received the 
check for the anonymous special 
collection. It has been a challenging 
year and the generousity you extended 
was extremely appreciated. May 
God continue to bless you all for 
your kindness. It is wonderful to be 
a part of such a loving and generous 
community of faith.  
The anonymous recipient

Annual Christmas Songfest 
Dec 15 from 2 pm to 5 pm at the 
Fishers’, West Grand Towers, 3663 
Grand Ave, #303. Everyone is 
welcome. This is a great opportunity 
for students to get acquainted with 
parishioners and to make local 
contacts. You need not be able to sing 
or play an instrument. We will provide 
text and music for the songs and 
carols and usually family members 
bring more than enough snacks for 
everybody. Students are free to bring 
friends but need not bring snacks. 
If they want transportation, call the 
Fishers ahead to make arrangements. 
Parking suggestions are included in 
the flyers available on the table in 
the gathering area. Call Rita or Tom 
Fisher 255-7343 with any questions.

Coat Drive
Will continue the coat drive until 
Christmas. School aged sizes will go to 
Stowe Elementary on the eastside and 
all others will go to Catholic Charities 
for refugees. Contact Barb James at 
491-8001 or Mike Larson at mike.
larson@drake.edu with any questions. 
Thank you for your generosity!

Foundation Grant Application
St. Catherine of Siena Foundation 
has funds available to members of the 
Drake Newman Community parish 
for projects that reflect the ministry of 
the parish. Grant funding focuses on 
enhancing the faith life of the Parish 
community within the context of these 
areas: Campus Ministry, Community 
Outreach & Education. For more 
information contact Bobbi Segura 
at b.segura@mchsi.com or Larry 
Strachota at elstrachota@aol.com.  
Application deadline is December 15.

Parking Issue
The parking lot is still anticipated to 
be reopened for our use the week of 
Thanksgiving. The rest of the project is 
anticipated to be completed summer 
of 2020. Thank you for your patience 
in this time of construction!

Christmas Poinsettia Donations
If you would like to donate a memo-
rial for Christmas flowers please use 
the envelopes outside the office and 
place in the offetory basket.

Calendar
2   Monday:       5:15pm Communion Service
3   Tuesday:       5:15pm Mass
4   Wednesday: 8:30am Quilting Queens
                            5:15pm Mass
                            7:00pm AFF-“Barking to the Choir”
5   Thursday:     5:15pm Mass
                            6:00pm Communal Penance
                            9:15pm Candlelight Mass-on campus
6   Friday:          12:00pm Mass
                            12:30pm Staff Luncheon
7   Saturday:      4:00pm Reconciliation
                            5:00pm Mass
                            6:00pm Rental
8   Sunday:         9:00am FFF Large group
                            10:30am Mass
                            5:00pm Mass-Bishop Joensen
                            6:00pm Student Supper
                            8:00pm Mass
                                       

Find world-wide Mass times at www.masstimes.org


