
Parish Social Ministries
Student Supper Ministry
Thank you to all those who volunteered for 
Student Supper this semester!! We greatly 
appreciate it!
Sign up sheet for Spring semester is on the table 
in the gathering area.

Linens Volunteers
December: Susan Bolte
January: Elizabeth Stamper

Bread Bakers 
January 13: Annette Roth
February 10: Denise Peterson

Money Counters   
Dec 23: Annette Roth & Pat Carruthers-Green
Dec 30: Jim Deal & Raelynn Trigoutis
Jan 6: Tracy Bonday & Jim Deal

Coffee and Donut Hosts
Dec 23: No Coffee & Donuts
Dec 30: Available
Jan 6: Available

Food Pantry 
The Donation of the Month is canned pears 
and puffed mushrooms. Please leave your 
non-perishable food items in the gather-
ing space. Envelopes for cash donations are 
available on the table outside the office.

Stewardship Corner
Thank you for your financial support of St. 
Catherine’s ministry. The donations for the 
week of December 16th we received $7,387.

Bulletin Items
Please submit bulletin announcement 
requests to office@stcatherinedrake.org 
by Wednesday at 11:00 am.

Music 
Entrance: O Come, Divine Messiah #50
Psalm: Lord, make us turn to you; let us see
          your face and we shall be saved.                                  
Presentation: God Rest Ye Merry Gentleman #92
Communion: Lo, How a rose E’er Blooming #82
Closing: Creator of the Stars of Night #73

Saturday 5:00 p.m.
Brogan Kearney, Josh Faber, Ben Faber

Sunday 10:30 a.m
Jacob Fross, Itzayanna Rubio, Sally Diehl

Parish Staff 
Fr. Mark Owusu, Pastor
 pastor@stcatherinedrake.org or 515-505-6847
Rev. Mr. Rick Condon, Deacon
           deacon@stcatherinedrake.org
Teresa Smith, Office Manager  
 office@stcatherinedrake.org
Bob Van Gilder, Business Manager
 business@stcatherinedrake.org
Erin Smith, Coordinator of Campus Ministry
            campusminister@stcatherinedrake.org
Dennis & Melinda Hendrickson, Music Coordinators
 music.stcatherine@gmail.com
Dave & Sheila Lingwall, Liturgy Coordinators
 lingwall4@mchsi.com
Teresa Laird, Family Faith Formation Director         
 laird.teresa@yahoo.com
Gus & Dee Cordero, Deaf Ministry
            darleencordero@mail.com
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Fourth Sunday of Advent    •  December 23, 2018

  Yearning to Do the Will of God
One recent Advent morning, I moved with my 
coffee to a place by the window, intent on 
watching the snowfall.  Looking up, the bright cast 
of clouds overhead made it impossible to clearly see 
the snow coming down.  Instead, my eye was drawn 
to the clumps of white stuff gathered in the shrubs 
just beneath my window.  The simplicity and density 
of the moment pulled me in.
When we allow ourselves to think that life is primarily 
about the stunning views, the breathtaking beauty, 
the heart-stopping excitement, and that only the 
“big” things matter, we miss the present moment of 
our own life.  We overlook the reality of the here and 
now, where God dwells, and through which the Spirit 
works to accomplish the will of God.  
When we study the life of the Jesus, we study his 
interruptions—those many small moments with 
the one person in front of him.  Following a life of 
obscurity, Jesus gave only three brief years to this.  
Yet, through the way he lived, Jesus was able to say, 
“Behold, I come to do Your will, O God.”  We, too, 
are called to live the life God has given us.
Reflect:  Guess what?  It’s still Advent!  If you have 
a creche in your home, take time to look at it.  
Realizing that it is not yet the eve of Christ’s birth, 
remove all of the figures around the creche until you 
come to the one that corresponds to this present 
moment:  Mary.  Tell her what is in your heart.
Journal:  God shows up as your life.  ~  Paula d’Arcy
What does life want from you?  What are your 
circumstances calling you to do?  What might the 
will of God be in your present circumstances?

cont’d

Parish Mission Statement 
St. Catherine of Siena Catholic Student Center is a spiritual “home away from home” for Drake students and resident 
parishioners. We strive through worship, prayer, fellowship, study and service to be disciples of Jesus today so that we 
will be the leaders of the Catholic Church and Community tomorrow.

PRAYER FOR A NEW BISHOP

  O God, Gentle Shepard,
you lead your Church to the New

 Moment
with loving care.

You have blessed our diocese time and again 
with good, wise, and holy bishops.

We are grateful for Bishop Pates’ 
dedicated

ministry to us. We ask you to bless him as
he completes his service to the

Diocese of Des Moines.

Grant us another Bishop who will 
inspire 

the clergy, religious, and laity of our 
community to serve generously with him so 
that we might grow together in you love and 
continue the good work you have begun in 

us for the sake of all people.

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, Who lives and reigns with you

and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. Amen



Mass Intentions
Mass may be offered for your 
intention or on someone’s behalf. 
Please contact the office for available 
dates.  
5:00pm For the Parish
10:30am For the Parish
5:00pm For the Students

Sacraments
Reconciliation 
Wednesdays 4-5pm, Thursdays 8-9pm, 
Saturdays 6-7pm or by appointment

Baptism
Please call the Parish Office to set up an 
appointment. Parents are required to 
participate in the Baptism Preparation 
Program. 

Matrimony
Please contact the Parish Office at least 
6-8 months in advance of the proposed 
wedding date to allow for completion of 
required marriage preparations. 

Parish Meetings
Finance Council: Third Wednesday of 
every  month at 5:45 pm. Members: Annette 
Roth, Paul Gibbins, Jim Greenfield, Brendan 
Comito, Tracy Bonday, Bob Van Gilder, 
Patrick Carruthers-Green

Parish Council: Members: Greg Bellville, 
Gus Cordero, Ann Gernes, Laura Carruthers-
Green, Margaret Hanson, Ryan Wise

     St. Catherine of Siena 
Catholic Church and Student Center

Liturgical Ministers  
Sunday, December 23
Liturgical Coordinator: Bobbi Segura
Lectors: Deb Rogers, Barb James, Larry James 
Eucharistic Ministers: Ann Gernes, Linda Grady, Shirley 
Harris, Bob Heles  
Ushers: Shirley Harris, Jan Wise   
Sunday, December 30 
Liturgical Coordinator: Kristi Ryan
Lectors: Kristi Ryan, Margaret Hanson, Pete Martin
Eucharistic Ministers: Barb & Larry James, Peggy & Jim 
Leonardo 
Ushers: Margaret Hanson, Gary Payne

Welcome to St. Catherine of Siena 
Catholic Church and Student Center

New parishioners and students are asked to 
register online at stcatherinedrake.org or by 
contacting the parish office. Please notify the 
parish office when moving or with a change of 
phone number, address or email. In case of an 
emergency after hours, please call 515-505-6847

cont’d
  
Practice:  Remember Jesus came 
feasting!  In the coming days, let your 
eyes feast on light and beauty; your ears 
on music and meaningful conversation; 
your mind on prayer and scripture; your 
heart on love; and your soul on Christ in 
doing the will of God.

Deb Carriger Richards
I can be found at Blog: Living in Layers (www.
debcarrigerrichards.com)

The 1st Sunday of Advent symbolizes Hope 
with the “Prophet’s Candle” reminding us 
that Jesus is coming.

The 2nd Sunday of Advent symbolizes Faith 
with the “Bethlehem Candle” reminding us 
of Mary and Joseph’s journey to Bethlehem.

The 3rd Sunday of Advent symbolizes Joy 
with the “Shepherd’s Candle” reminding 
us of the Joy the world experienced at the 
coming birth of Jesus.

The 4th Sunday of Advent symbolizes Peace 
with the “Angel’s Candle” reminding us 
of the message of the angels: “Peace on 
Earth, Good Will Toward Men.”

     Parish News
Adult Faith Formation(AFF)

Journey of Faith for Adults
One hour sessions will continue on 
Tuesdays, at 7pm. Anyone is welcome 
to join the session as an RCIA candi-
date or to “brush-up” on your Catholic 
faith.

Family Faith Formation(FFF)
Our next class will be in February.

Food Drive
Thank you to everyone who donated 
to the Food Drive. Some of the food 
was saved to fill our Little Pantry and 
the rest was taken to DMARC. Your 
generosity was greatly appreciated! 
Monetary donations were sent to 
DMARC.

Christmas Flowers
If you would like to donate a memo-
rial for  Christmas flowers please use 
the envelopes outside the office and 
place in the offetory basket.

Help with Holiday 
If you are available to help assemble 
the spaces with chairs before and 
after Christmas Mass, please contact 
Dennis or Teresa.

Liturgical Minister Signup
We are still in need of Eucharistic 
Ministers and Ushers for Christmas 
Eve Mass. Please use the Signup 
Genius email you received to 
volunteer. Contact Teresa in the office 
if you have questions.

Little Pantry
We are always in need of pantry goods 
for the Little Pantry Cupboard on the 
Northeast corner of our property. You 
are welcome to place items inside it 
or leave them in the building. We can 
also purchase items from DMARC 
with your monetary gifts (indicate 
designation for St Catherine’s). Any 
questions, contact Erin or Teresa.

Coffee For Sale
Don Justo coffee for sale. Flavors 
available are Ameretto, Mint Mo-
cha, Mocha, Snickeroo, medium, 
dark and french roasts, decaf too. 
Stop by during office hours to pur-
chase. Cost is $10

Christmas Season Schedule
4th Sunday of Advent

In the gathering area
Christmas Mass

Monday, Dec 24; music and Children’s 
Pageant beginning at 4:30pm; 

Mass at 5pm
Holy Family

Saturday, Dec 29 at 5pm
Sunday, Dec 30 at 10:30am

New Year’s/Solemnity of Mary
Monday, Dec 31 at 4pm

 
Year End Donations

All donations must be received in the 
office by 12/30/2018 to receive credit 
for 2018.
If you have donated throughout 
the year and would like a donation 
letter from St Catherine’s, contact 
Teresa by phone or email, what the 
item is and what it was donated 
for. She will send you a letter for 
your taxable deductions.

Around the Diocese
Bishop Drumm Volunteers

Bishop Drumm is seeking people to 
volunteer. Some xamples are assisting 
in activities and events, office work, or 
providing treats for residents.  Spiri-
tual health is vital to the life of Bishop 
Drumm, volunteer re also needed 
for Communion to residents in their 
room, reading at Mass or leading a 
rosary. All are invited to an informa-
tional meeting Sun, Jan 27 at 3:00pm 
at McAuley Terrace Apartments for a 
Volunteer Information Meeting and 
Orientation.  RSVP to April Young, 
at april.young@chilivingcomm.org or 
270-1100 ext 145

Bishop’s Discernment Retreat
Bishop Pates is offering a unique 
discernment retreat Dec 21-23. This 
opportunity to think about and pray 
about whether God is calling young 
men to the priesthood. Email or call 
Fr Ross Parker at 237-6050 or
vocations@dmdiocese.org

Catholic Runners
Join a group of Catholic runners for a 
Saturday morning run every second 
and fourth Saturday of the month. 
They run the Raccoon River Park loop 
in West Des Moines beginning at 8 
am. All ages and paces are welcome. 
Catholic Runners will run until the 
weather says they can’t.

Catholic Charities Emergency 
Family Shelter

Catholic Charities is always in need 
of diapers (size 3-6) and baby wipes. 
Donations can be dropped off week-
days between 8:30am and 4:15pm at 
1815 Hubbell Ave. Call 262-7290 if 
you have questions. 
Join our crew of staff and volunteers 
as we maintain our 24/7 Emergency 
Family Shelter. Basic housework, 
cleaning, and preparing meals are 
just a few of our volunteer roles. We 
are always in need of help in this 
life-changing facility! Contact Kaitlin 
Damerval at 515-237-5091 

Please pray for our parishioners and  
any and all others who are suffering 
from injury or illness.

Calendar
There will be NO daily Masses from Dec 26-Jan 8

24 Monday:       Office Closed
                            4:30pm Christmas Prelude
                            5:00pm Christmas Mass
25 Tuesday:       Office Closed
                            No Mass
26 Wednesday: No Mass
27 Thursday:     No Mass
28 Friday:          No Mass
29 Saturday:      5:00pm Mass
                            6:00pm Reconciliation
30 Sunday:        10:30am Mass-Holy Family
31 Monday:       Office Closed at noon 
                            4:00pm New Year-Solemnity of Mary
1   Tuesday:        Office Closed
                            

Find world-wide Mass times at www.masstimes.org
Use of the Building

Please contact the office manager before planning functions 
in the building at office@stcatherinedrake.org or 271-4747  

Please help keep our sancturay neat by returning 
your hymnal to your chair after Mass.


