
Parish Social Ministries
Student Supper Ministry
Thank you to all those who volunteered for 
Student Supper this semester!! We greatly 
appreciate it!
Sign up sheet for Spring semester is on the table 
in the gathering area.

Linens Volunteers
December: Susan Bolte
January: Elizabeth Stamper

Bread Bakers 
January 13: Annette Roth
February 10: Denise Peterson

Money Counters   
Dec 16: Brendan Comito & Denise Peterson
Dec 23: Annette Roth & Pat Carruthers-Green
Dec 30: Jim Deal & Raelynn Trigoutis

Coffee and Donut Hosts
Dec 16: Bakke Fmaily
Dec 23: Bodensteiner Family
Dec 30: Available

Food Pantry 
The Donation of the Month is canned pears 
and puffed mushrooms. Please leave your 
non-perishable food items in the gather-
ing space. Envelopes for cash donations are 
available on the table outside the office.

Stewardship Corner
Thank you for your financial support of St. 
Catherine’s ministry. The donations for the 
week of December 9th we received $2,894.

Bulletin Items
Please submit bulletin announcement 
requests to office@stcatherinedrake.org 
by Wednesday at 11:00 am.

Music 
Entrance: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel #38
Psalm: Cry out with joy and gladness: for 
           among you is the great and Holy
           One of Israel.                                  
Presentation: Christ, Circle Round Us #55
Communion: Patience, People #47
Closing: People, Look East #40 verses 1-4

Saturday 5:00 p.m.
Samantha Truso, Adam Poole

Sunday 10:30 a.m
Josh Faber, Ben Faber, Nathan Faber, John Paul 
Sevcik, Linda Grady, Brooke Vaske, Jacob Fross, 
Jeff Bakke, Tim Oswald

Parish Staff 
Fr. Mark Owusu, Pastor
 pastor@stcatherinedrake.org or 515-505-6847
Rev. Mr. Rick Condon, Deacon
           deacon@stcatherinedrake.org
Teresa Smith, Office Manager  
 office@stcatherinedrake.org
Bob Van Gilder, Business Manager
 business@stcatherinedrake.org
Erin Smith, Coordinator of Campus Ministry
            campusminister@stcatherinedrake.org
Dennis & Melinda Hendrickson, Music Coordinators
 music.stcatherine@gmail.com
Dave & Sheila Lingwall, Liturgy Coordinators
 lingwall4@mchsi.com
Teresa Laird, Family Faith Formation Director         
 laird.teresa@yahoo.com
Gus & Dee Cordero, Deaf Ministry
            darleencordero@mail.com
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 Yearning to Know

Now the people were filled with expectation, and all were 
asking in their hearts whether John might be the Christ. ~ Luke 
3:15

My firstborn was a Christmas baby. In 1976, ultrasounds were 
not routine, and today’s modern 3-D version didn’t exist.  
There was no big “reveal” party, and, apart from necessities, 
very little advance planning.  The baby wore a Winnie-the-
Pooh bunting for the drive home from the hospital, where a 
bassinet awaited.  

During the pregnancy, all I could do was hold the idea of 
“baby” in my imagination as my waistline expanded and the 
love in my heart deepened. The moment I saw my son, his 
beauty and wholeness and life were more than I could take 
in. 

Even modern technology could not have offered what I most 
wanted to know—who my son is. All the rest would have to 
unfold—Daniel’s personality, interests and accomplishments; 
the various ways he has touched the lives of others; all the 
many expressions of the very life of God through his life.

Today’s Gospel reading indicates that as humans, we long 
to know the Christ. The people around John seem to be held 
by this very question. As I heard one Ignatian spiritual director 
express it many years ago, “We want to know the One who is 
responsible for our mercy.”

Reflect:  How do you know what you know? Observation?  
Research and information gathering? Emotional intelligence?  
Intuition? Gut instinct?

cont’d

Parish Mission Statement 
St. Catherine of Siena Catholic Student Center is a spiritual “home away from home” for Drake students and resident 
parishioners. We strive through worship, prayer, fellowship, study and service to be disciples of Jesus today so that we 
will be the leaders of the Catholic Church and Community tomorrow.

PRAYER FOR A NEW BISHOP

  O God, Gentle Shepard,
you lead your Church to the New

 Moment
with loving care.

You have blessed our diocese time and again 
with good, wise, and holy bishops.

We are grateful for Bishop Pates’ 
dedicated

ministry to us. We ask you to bless him as
he completes his service to the

Diocese of Des Moines.

Grant us another Bishop who will 
inspire 

the clergy, religious, and laity of our 
community to serve generously with him so 
that we might grow together in you love and 
continue the good work you have begun in 

us for the sake of all people.

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
your Son, Who lives and reigns with you

and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
for ever and ever. Amen



Mass Intentions
Mass may be offered for your 
intention or on someone’s behalf. 
Please contact the office for available 
dates.  
5:00pm For the Parish
10:30am For the Parish
5:00pm For the Students

Sacraments
Reconciliation 
Wednesdays 4-5pm, Thursdays 8-9pm, 
Saturdays 6-7pm or by appointment

Baptism
Please call the Parish Office to set up an 
appointment. Parents are required to 
participate in the Baptism Preparation 
Program. 

Matrimony
Please contact the Parish Office at least 
6-8 months in advance of the proposed 
wedding date to allow for completion of 
required marriage preparations. 

Parish Meetings
Finance Council: Third Wednesday of 
every  month at 5:45 pm. Members: Annette 
Roth, Paul Gibbins, Jim Greenfield, Brendan 
Comito, Tracy Bonday, Bob Van Gilder, 
Patrick Carruthers-Green

Parish Council: Members: Greg Bellville, 
Gus Cordero, Ann Gernes, Laura Carruthers-
Green, Margaret Hanson, Ryan Wise

     St. Catherine of Siena 
Catholic Church and Student Center

Liturgical Ministers  
Sunday, December 16
Liturgical Coordinator: Sheila Lingwall
Lectors: Ann Gernes, Jeanne O’Halloran, Nellie Robinson 
Eucharistic Ministers: Laura Carruthers-Green, Greg 
Bellville, Sharon Clarke, Jen Faber  
Ushers: Greg Bellville, Jim Deal  
Sunday, December 23 
Liturgical Coordinator: Bobbi Segura
Lectors: Deb Rogers, Barb James, Larry James
Eucharistic Ministers: Ann Gernes, Linda Grady, Shirley 
Harris, Bob Heles 
Ushers: Shirley Harris, Jan Wise

Welcome to St. Catherine of Siena 
Catholic Church and Student Center

New parishioners and students are asked to 
register online at stcatherinedrake.org or by 
contacting the parish office. Please notify the 
parish office when moving or with a change of 
phone number, address or email. In case of an 
emergency after hours, please call 515-505-6847

cont’d
  

Journal:  What do you know in your heart to be 
true? Of what are you uncertain? When you 
explore the interior of your heart, what do you 
find? 
 
Practice:  Think of a conflict you are 
experiencing. Make an inner image of the 
conflict until you feel the emotion of it.

Attention is like a current. Move the current of 
your attention from the image in your mind, 
down the central line of your body, to the 
heart. Notice any changes. This is something 
you can practice at any time. 
~  (adapted from Silence:  The Mystery of Wholeness, by 
Robert Sardello)

Deb Carriger Richards
I can be found at Blog: Living in Layers (www.
debcarrigerrichards.com)

The 1st Sunday of Advent symbolizes Hope 
with the “Prophet’s Candle” reminding us 
that Jesus is coming.

The 2nd Sunday of Advent symbolizes Faith 
with the “Bethlehem Candle” reminding us 
of Mary and Joseph’s journey to Bethlehem.

The 3rd Sunday of Advent symbolizes Joy 
with the “Shepherd’s Candle” reminding 
us of the Joy the world experienced at the 
coming birth of Jesus.

     Parish News
Adult Faith Formation(AFF)

Journey of Faith for Adults
One hour sessions will continue on 
Tuesdays, at 7pm. Anyone is welcome 
to join the session as an RCIA candi-
date or to “brush-up” on your Catholic 
faith.

Family Faith Formation(FFF)
Our next class will be in February.

Food Drive
Family Faith Formation is undergoing 
a service project for the holidays. We 
are having a community food drive 
to collect food for our Little Pantry 
and local food banks. There will be a 
box in the back of church to drop off 
non-perishable donations through 
December.

Christmas Flowers
If you would like to donate a memo-
rial for  Christmas flowers please use 
the envelopes outside the office and 
place in the offetory basket.

Help with Holiday 
If you are available to help assemble 
the spaces with chairs before and 
after Christmas mass, please contact 
Dennis or Teresa.

Liturgical Minister Signup
We are still in need of Eucharistis 
Ministers and Ushers for Christmas 
Eve Mass. Please use the Signup 
Genius email you received to 
volunteer. Contact Teresa in the office 
if you have questions.

Little Pantry
We are always in need of pantry goods 
for the Little Pantry Cupboard on the 
Northeast corner of our property. You 
are welcome to place items inside it 
or leave them in the building. We can 
also purchase items from DMARC 
with your monetary gifts (indicate 
designation for St Catherine’s). Any 
questions, contact Erin or Teresa.

Coffee For Sale
Don Justo coffee for sale. Flavors 
available are Ameretto, Mint Mo-
cha, Mocha, Snickeroo, medium, 
dark and french roasts, decaf too. 
Stop by during office hours to pur-
chase. Cost is $10

Christmas Season Schedule
4th Sunday of Advent

In the gathering area
Christmas Mass

Monday, Dec 24; music and Children’s 
Pageant beginning at 4:30pm; 

Mass at 5pm
Holy Family

Saturday, Dec 29 at 5pm
Sunday, Dec 30 at 10:30am

New Year’s/Solemnity of Mary
Monday, Dec 31 at 4pm

 
Annual Christmas Songfest

A decades-long tradition, will be 
held on Dec 16, from 2pm-5 pm at 
the Fishers’, West Grand Towers 3663 
Grand Ave Unit 303, Des Moines. 
Everyone is welcome. This is a great 
opportunity for students to get ac-
quainted with family members and to 
make local contacts. We are not a pro-
fessional group; you need not be able 
to sing or play an instrument. We will 
provide text and music for the songs 
and carols and here will be more than 
enough snacks for everybody. Stu-
dents are free to bring friends, if they 
need transportation, call the Fishers so 
they can make arrangements. Parking 
suggestions are included in the flyers 
available on the table in the gathering 
area. Call Rita or Tom Fisher (255-
7343) with any questions.

Year End Donations
All donations must be received in the 
office by 12/30/2018 to receive credit 
for 2018.

Around the Diocese
Bishop Drumm Volunteers

Bishop Drumm is seeking people to 
volunteer. Some xamples are assisting 
in activities and events, office work, or 
providing treats for residents.  Spiri-
tual health is vital to the life of Bishop 
Drumm, volunteer re also needed 
for Communion to residents in their 
room, reading at Mass or leading a 
rosary. All are invited to an informa-
tional meeting Sun, Jan 27 at 3:00pm 
at McAuley Terrace Apartments for a 
Volunteer Information Meeting and 
Orientation.  RSVP to April Young, 
at april.young@chilivingcomm.org or 
270-1100 ext 145

Please pray for our parishioners and  
any and all others who are suffering 
from injury or illness.

Bishop’s Discernment Retreat
Bishop Pates is offering a unique 
discernmentretreat Dec 21-23. This 
opportunity to think about and pray 
about whether God is calling young 
men to the priesthood. Email or call 
Fr Ross Parker at 237-6050 or
vocations@dmdiocese.org

Catholic Charities Emergency 
Family Shelter

Catholic Charities is always in need 
of diapers (size 3-6) and baby wipes. 
Donations can be dropped off week-
days between 8:30am and 4:15pm at 
1815 Hubbell Ave. Call 262-7290 if 
you have questions. 
Join our crew of staff and volunteers 
as we maintain our 24/7 Emergency 
Family Shelter. Basic housework, 
cleaning, and preparing meals are 
just a few of our volunteer roles. We 
are always in need of help in this 
life-changing facility! Contact Kaitlin 
Damerval at 515-237-5091 

 

Calendar

17 Monday:       8:30am Quilting Queens
18 Tuesday:       5:15pm Mass
                            7:00pm RCIA
19 Wednesday: 8:30am Quilting Queens
                            5:15pm Mass
20 Thursday:     5:15pm Mass
21 Friday:          12:00pm Mass
22 Saturday:      5:00pm Mass
                            6:00pm Reconciliation
23 Sunday:        10:30am Mass
                            

Find world-wide Mass times at www.masstimes.org
Use of the Building

Please contact the office manager before planning functions 
in the building at office@stcatherinedrake.org or 271-4747  

Please help keep our sancturay neat by returning 
your hymnal to your chair after Mass.


