
Prague It Up! – Bringing the Touch of Love to 
Central Europe 

 
To be able to travel to Europe not only to 

witness the faith being practiced in a land totally 
different from my own, as well as fulfilling a 
longstanding wish to work alongside the Sisters of 
the Missionaries of Charity, has been nothing short 
of inspiring and humbling all at once. 
Accompanying seven other student missionaries, 
five FOCUS (Fellowship of Catholic University 
Students) missionaries, and one of FOCUS’ 
national chaplains to Prague to serve the Lord, in 
Mother Teresa’s own words, in the distressing 
disguise of the poor presented a definite shock to the system 
in an environment that supposedly is able to attend to the basic needs of 
the people. 

 
Observing the bare-bones way in which the 

Missionaries of Charity attend to both the physical and 
spiritual needs of those who have lost their way in life – 
mainly the homeless under the bridges in Prague in 
abhorrent and unsanitary living conditions and gypsy 
families that are just scraping by – and being with the 
Sisters side by side to provide whatever they need at 
the present moment, you can’t help but be 
overwhelmed at the abject poverty and rejection 
faced by these people, and to truly witness 
personally the humanity of each and every person 
encountered. Mother Teresa’s words definitely 

sprang to life as you dive in, literally in spite of 
your initial apprehension and uneasiness, to look 
with the eyes of faith at Jesus Christ’s face in that 

of the homeless and the gypsies. No language barrier or 
cultural differences in the end matter so much as being able to put 

a smile on their faces by bonding over cartoon shows, ballroom dancing, the 
tragedy of 9/11, and simply lending a 

listening ear to hear their life story and in turn, 
sharing our lives with them. 

 
The Czech Republic, according to most 

world surveys on religious belief and practice, is 
rated as one of the most atheistic countries not only 
in Europe, but also in the world, with 45% having no 
declaration of any religion, over 34% of the 
population not practicing any religion, and barely 
10% identifying as Catholic. With these statistics in 
mind, it’s no surprise that I felt it would be difficult 
to share the faith with others, or if we are even able 
to find a church to pray in or celebrate Mass. Who No language issue here: we are all 

united in Christ. 



would’ve thought that for a pretty atheistic country, in 
Prague itself, we managed to visit over seven 
magnificent churches, each with its own charm, 
wealth in architecture, glorious depictions of the 
heavenly realities, and in some of them, thriving 
religious communities such as the Franciscans who 
tirelessly help others to discover the beauty and truth 
of the faith. University students are also joining in the 
fray of bringing Christ to the world as we ourselves 
were edified by their enthusiasm, vibrant community, 
and pious worship even as we shared our own faith 
lives with them. Though the Czech may have 

forgotten the truth of the love of God at the present time, their 
nation’s history of religious zeal is still engraved in the 

presence of these churches, the many depictions of Gospel narratives on road pavements, wall 
engravings, and bridges, and the tombs and relics of the saints (Wenceslaus I and Agnes of 
Bohemia) that still testify to the enduring Spirit of God and of His universal call to holiness. 

 
This mission trip, far from merely serving the poor, the 

university students, and the Missionaries of Charity, is also a 
rekindling of the virtue of hope. Even in the midst of despair 
that hangs like an ominous cloud over those living in the 
fringes of society that hardly anyone grants a second glance at 
them, or the pervading atheism that has dulled the hearts and 
minds of the Czech to the warmth of the love of God, hope 
still remains: blazing within the passion and compassion of 
the Sisters of the Missionaries of Charity in their faithful 
service and prayer, and that of the university students that 
have encountered, and recognized, how God has enriched 
and guided their life. Though small in number and limited 
in resources, no one can deny that their shining faith is 
worth emulating, and visible amid the sea of secularism within 
Prague.  

Calvary at St. Charles’ Bridge 



 


